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FIRST THE RAPTURE 


By J. F. Strombeck. Published by 
Strombeck Agency, Inc. Moline, Illi- 
nois, 1950. 197 pages. $1.00. 


This is the sixth volume from the 
pen of this layman-Bible teacher — 
another evidence that the Holy Spir- 
it’s gift of teaching is not restricted to 
seminary-trained. ordained men. 


As the title indicates, the subject of 
the book is the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The position of the au- 
thor and the preachment of this inex- 
pensive volume is pretribulation pre- 
millenarianism. That is, it teaches that 
Christ will come for the Church be- 
fore the tribulation period and before 
the millennium. The book is in two 
parts: the first is an exposition of this 
doctrine with the stated purpose “to 
bring assurance and peace to the 
hearts of true believers at a time when 
so many are proclaiming that the 
Church will go through the tribula- 
tion.” In the second part the author 
deals with arguments raised by mid- 
and post-tribulation advocates. 

Outstanding characteristics of First 
the Rapture are its constant appeal 
to Scripture in support of the position 
(while avoiding irrelevant illustrations 
and anecdotes) and its simple, straight- 
forward style which is both terse and 
concise. 


Mr. Strombeck is committed to the 
(Continued on page 28, column 2) 
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Baie DURING the last twenty-five years have we Amer- 
icans reached a comprehensive view of a higher educa- 
tion in terms of the humanities; that is, in terms of 
what Matthew Arnold aptly called “the best that has 
been thought and known in the world.” And, mind 
you, this is his definition of culture. I, for one, know 
of no better. 


GREAT BOOKS THE HEART OF CULTURE 
But then, it also becomes the definition of great 
books, for a man becomes a man of culture by reading 
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Young America: MEET THE BIBLE! 


BY EMILE CAILLIET 





“the best that has been thought and known in the 
world”—that is. great books. 

When we think of it, there is not a single realm of 
human endeavor that may be usefully approached with- 
out our first becoming familiar with the gist of what 
has already been done. Before you ask your new em- 
ployer “where do we go from here?” you must inquire 
as to where things stood when you came in. You need 
to familiarize yourself with the situation. 

Let me insist on this, my friend. I was for ten years 
member of an appointment committee. During that 





time I became thoroughly impressed with the fact that 
the first quality an employer looks for in a candidate 
is teachability. Men who really know have no patience 
——and rightly so—with the individual who blunders 
into a new situation as one having nothing whatever to 
learn, as one who will immediately proceed to reform. 
Reforms have their place in any progressive scheme, 
to be sure, but they come as the fruition of a painstak- 
ing assessment of what was done before you appeared 
on the scene. This is as true in a factory as in a sum- 
mer camp. Yet it is even more significant when applied 
to the world at large. 

Our society is an organic whole, in space as well as 
in time. And only the thoughtful man who sees the 
whole can be relied on to take intelligent care of the 
part—namely, his own share of work. Consider the 
alumni of your institution who have “made good,” as 
we say. In every case you will find that they were men 
who could not resign themselves to knowing more and 
more about less and less. They were not mere tech- 
nicians, mere specialists. They were truly citizens of 
the world. They had learned to profit not only by their 
own experiences but also by the experiences of those 
who came before them. They climbed high because 
they learned how to climb over the shoulders of their 
predecessors. 

“If | have seen further than Descartes,” once re- 
marked Newton, “it is by standing on the shoulders of 
giants.” Seen in this light, education is a tremendous 
shortcut, and only the fool neglects its resources. The 
best of these resources is to be found in great books. 
Ignore great books if you like, but rest assured—and 
I said assured—that in doing this you will limit your- 
self immeasurably from the start. 

“But.” you may object, “a library is so discouraging. 
There are books on the shelves by the thousands.” True 
enough, and I have shared that feeling. I shared it 
until | made the great discovery that truly great books 
are few. This is why our age has come to speak in 
terms of the “hundred great books” (an arbitrary lim- 
itation to be sure). Besides, no two persons will agree 
as to what titles such a list should contain. Yet, com- 
pare the lists produced by men who know. and you 
will find some fifteen or twenty titles reappearing on 
almost every list. This will make your task easier if 
you are a busy person. And, once you have tasted the 
best, your natural tendency will be to expand rather 
than to narrow down. 

After you have acquainted yourself with a number 
of great books, you will find yourself constantly return- 
ing to a few. John Erskine once said in this connec- 
tion: “Great books should be read over and over again. 
Until we have discovered that certain books grow with 
our maturing experience and others do not, we have not 
learned how to distinguish a great book from a book.” 





A Bible came into the hands of young atheist Emile 
Cailliet while he was pursuing graduate study in his 
native France. This incident changed his life, for in its 
pages he found the truth he had been seeking. Already 
renowned as a scholar, Cailliet added to his distinction 
by three and a half years of study in Africa of the 
primitive forms of symbolism. In 1926 he received his 
Ph.D. cum laude from the University of Montpellier, 
and was granted a Th.D. summa cum laude by the Uni- 
versity of Strasbourg just before coming to the United 
States to join the faculty of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Today at Princeton, where Dr. Cailliet has occu- 
pied the Stuart Chair of Philosophy for several years, 
seminarians are benefiting from his rich experience. 


i ee ae 


THE GREATEST OF GREAT BOOKS 

Once we apply this criterion, we find the Bible not 
only forcing its way into the small category of truly 
great books, but also forging ahead, far ahead of them 
all. 

Other great books are of one type. There is drama, 
for example, and there is fiction; there is biography, 
and there is essay; and great books may be classified 
accordingly and explained accordingly. The Bible, on 
the other hand, is not to be explained in this manner. 
To explain anything is ultimately to place it in a class. 
You cannot do that with the Bible because the Bible 
forms a class by itself. It is unique. Let us see some 
of the reasons for this. 

The Bible is not so much a book as a library, a li- 
brary of inexhaustible range and variety. There you 
have prose narratives and legal codes; you have the 
stored-up wisdom of proverbs and you have the inti- 
mate touch of personal letters. There is the lyrical 
poetry of the Song of Solomon and there is the dra- 
matic poetry of the Book of Job whose beauty and pro- 
fundity remain seoond to none—to say the least. And 
where will you find quite the equivalent of the Psalms? 

But further: There are to be found in this library 
we call the Bible literary types not to be found any- 
where else. Think of it: new literary genres, unique 
types of composition thrown at you, as it were, with a 
liberality bordering on magnificence. 

In this connection, as in many others, the Book 
frankly departs from the Aristotelian rule of the mean. 
Yet we would agree at this point with the author of the 
Nichomachean Ethics that such a magnificence pertains 
to artistry, for only an Artist may see what is fitting 
and spend tastefully what would seem to amount to 
unlimited resources. Nowhere else in world literature 
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will the reader find an approximate equivalent to Amos 
or Micah; to Isaiah, Jeremiah, or Ezekiel. Were the 
Bible restricted to the Prophets, it would even then 
tower high and uniquely above all the greatest things 
we have learned to know and appreciate in our world. 
But magnificence knows no limitation. As we proceed 
in our inventory of unique types of composition in the 
Bible, we are further confronted with such liturgical 
literature as the Lamentations of Jeremiah—last, but 
not least, with that unique type of composition coming 
to light in the Gospels made up of such jewels as the 
Beatitudes and the Parables. 


THE GREATEST BOOK AN INSPIRED BOOK 

We should, of course, constantly bear in mind our 
debt to the translators whose perfect mastery of the 
English language makes the King James version a clas- 
sic in its own right so far as form is concerned. 


Yet form without inspiration would mean only the 
sounding of brass or the mere tinkling of a cymbal. 
Should our interest, then, remain strictly limited to the 
appreciation of the Bible as literature, we should have 
to revise once for all any academic notion we may have 
held heretofore on the true nature of inspiration as we 
come to themes like those of the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Consider the lilies of the field. how they grow; they 
toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these.” 


A climax is reached in this matter of inspiration when 
we consider the expression of sheer moral nobility un- 
matched in the noblest of our classics: “I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which de- 
spitefully use you, and persecute you.” Truly it is as 
we reach to such wind-swept spiritual heights that we 
realize the profundity of Pascal’s pronouncement: 
“Man passes man infinitely.” 
than moral nobility. 


For there is more here 


On this high ridge which you may follow from the 
prophets of Israel to Paul and John, there has come 
to our forefathers throughout the ages an awareness 
that man transcends himself the moment his life is 
brought in line with a God-given direction. And this is 
righteousness. This is why such a great Bible scholar 
as Moffat saw fit to define the Book in these terms: “It 
is pre-eminently the record of God’s disclosure of Him- 
self and His high purposes in creating mankind, and 
the spiritual resources available for those who seek to 


do His will.” 

No wonder the Bible becomes the meeting-place of 
those lofty souls who dream great dreams. You may 
see in our day Christians presenting Christianity as 
they read it from the Hebrew prophets, while the re- 
formed rabbis, for example, come to see in Jesus the 
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flower of the prophetic movement — and this is an 
almost unbearable understatement. 


THE GREATEST BOOK A UNIFYING BOOK 

Nor do such moving instances merely occur by 
chance. And with this remark we may reach to the core 
of the unique meaning of the Bible for our day and age. 
How strange, when you come to think of it, to hear on 
Easter Eve in those Christian churches which follow 
the traditional Western rite, the singing of a hymn 
which commemorates God’s dealing with His people in 
history. This hymn is entitled Exultet and contains 
such passages as: “This is the night in which Thou 
didst first lead our fathers, the children of Israel, out 
of Egypt.” Yes, you heard aright: in such paraphrases 
of the Bible, Christians of today actually refer to the 
children of Israel as “our fathers.” So also the Chris- 
tian church worships the One they call “our God” in 
the singing of the Hebrew Psalms. 

What all this comes to is that the Church treasures 
in the Bible the fact of a continuous community over- 
stepping the bonds of race or nation, in its relation to 
the living God. In the Bible, then, men of good will 
find themselves able to transcend themselves only under 
the simple name of “the people of God.” 

It is ultimately this fact which gives the Bible its 
unity and by the same token its transcendence; its 
warmth also. Contemporary man has become a lonely 
soul. Yet in the Bible he comes into fellowship with 
a teeming humanity traced back to its very origins in 
the person of its best representatives under God. 

Human beings, easily led astray, yet somehow thirst¢ 
ing after salvation and as such conscious of solving the 
riddle of the universe by “doing the truth”—these are 
the dramatis personae of the human drama now found 
to be what it is because it is a divine drama in the first 
place. What a tremendous subject that is! Consider 
further that this subject is treated in the best English 
that was ever written, in the richest array of types of 
composition known and heretofore unknown, and you 
will begin to realize the uniqueness of that Book where 
man is said to meet God face to face. 

Seen as it is, and seen for what it is. without preju- 
dice or false emotionalism, the English Bible is at the 
very core of our culture. In an age when the West 
is being challenged to the breaking point, no book will 
do more to help us all reassess our destiny in terms of 
our heritage than the Bible. Why then, may I ask, 
should it take more “nerve” to be a Communist than a 
man proud of the name of Christian? The Communists 
do not hide their colors. Why should we. then, be 
ashamed of being seen with a Bible in our hands? 

Here is the Book that unites us all because it is es- 
sentially our family book. Let it be your Book and see 
what will happen to such a man of good will as you. 


END 
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H.. SOON is Christ to return? Have we any reliable 
data as to the nearness of His coming? These are ques- he 
tions worth asking and answering. fa 
Years ago a friend of mine, just back from China, of 
was sitting one evening on the Thames Embankment its 
in London, looking at that scene of boyhood’s days. lu 
Qn the same bench were two business girls. After a g! 
while they began to wonder what time it was. Each ce 
had on a cheap little wrist watch, in the days when , kr 
they were made to look rather than to go, and their | 
watches did not agree. While they continued arguing “ 
which was right, my old Londoner friend heard the is 
deep, sonorous notes of “Big Ben” booming through of 
the city of London, literally setting the time for an em- Be 
pire. But those two girls didn’t notice! They went on 8 
with their argument, though the time had been told V 
clearly and beyond question. So are men today! The " 
clock of God has spoken in no uncertain tones giving 7 
warning of the approach of “zero hour,” and men go * 
on arguing. 2 
All down the ages, of course, there have been gen- 
eral signs: “wars and rumors of wars . . . famines, ; 


and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places” 
(Matthew 24:6-7). These indeed have shown the trend th 
of the ages. But today, as never before, indications are 





multiplying that the “time is short,” indeed. . 
MEN'S HEARTS FAILING FOR FEAR 7 

One undoubted sign is fear. Thus Luke 21:25-26 
states “There shall be signs . . . upon the earth, dis- . 

tress of nations, with perplexity . . . men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things 7 
that are coming on the earth.” Never has this been true h 
on a world-wide scale as it is today. For fear has : 
rightly been described as Public Enemy Number One. ’ 
\ , 
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You ‘Think 


BY NORTHCOTE DECK 


Of course, as man is “born to trouble” (Job 5:7), 
he has been subject to fear all down the ages—fear of 
famine and ruin, fear of sickness and starvation, fear 
of danger and death. But today, as the age darkens to 
its close, fear fills the hospitals with the sick, the asy- 
lums with the insane, the papers with crime, and the 
graves with suicides. Fear, which has ever been the 
common lot of men, is continually intensifying as man’s 
knowledge of science outruns his knowledge of God. 

Of late the atomic bomb has come as a new specter, 
so that increasingly today, no life, no city, no continent 
is safe from annihilation. In their further explorations 
of the unimagined powers of nature, men seem to be 
getting to the position of men after the flood when God 
said: “Nothing will be restrained from them” (Genesis 
11:6). It seems as if the Saviour will need to come 
soon, or mankind will destroy itself. Yet when the 
“elements melt with fervent heat” (II Peter 3:10), it 
will be by judgment from God, not by the bomb of man. 

Of course today there are still scoffers who say: 
“Where is the promise of his coming, for . . . all things 
continue as they were from. . . the creation” (II Peter 
3:4). But before the first world war, in the words of 
the prophet of old, “All the earth sitteth still and is at 
rest” (Zechariah 1:11). He would be a bold man who 
asserted that today when the whole world is an armed 
camp, with no finality of rearmament, or prospect of 
real peace. 

SECURITY GONE 

Further, instead of a millennium, we have the fulfill- 
ment of the last clause of Luke 21:26, “the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken.” This prediction is enlarged 
in Hebrews 12:26: ‘Yet once more | shake not the 
earth only, but also heaven.” For, in a way unthink- 
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able fifty years ago, man’s basics are tottering. For 
example, fifty years ago man had bedrock in chemistry 
in two directions: the atom, indivisible, and the ele- 
ment, unalterable. Since then the atom has been 
smashed and the elements found to be transmutable. 
So there is no finality. Years ago two and two were 
believed always to make four, without any question. 
Dr. Einstein has shown that under certain conditions 
they make more than four. These are but instances of 
the note of uncertainty which has come over many 
branches of human knowledge. It does seem a fulfill- 
ment of Hebrews 12:26 in which has been shaking the 
self-confidence of men. Certainly He has shaken the 
foundation of the security of life. 


All over the world men’s hearts are rightly “failing 
them for fear.” Both age and youth are searching for 
a philosophy of life that will offer satisfaction and— 
above all—security. They will find both only in Jesus 
Christ. 


JEWS' RETURN 

Then there are a nation and a land which are cer- 
tainly signs from God. Years ago at a conference of 
the powers at Vienna, Prince Metternich was briefing 
his assistants about the British delegation of which 
Jewish Benjamin Disraeli was the head. He used these 
significant words: “Keep your eye on the Jew; the 
Jew’s the man to watch.” Better advice could not be 
given today to all seeking to assess world affairs. 


For, really, to tell the world’s time, the two main 
hands of the clock of God are the Jew and his land. 
Concerning their coming apostasy God in Leviticus 
26:33 declared: “I will scatter you among the heathen 
[nations] . . . and your land shall be desolate . . . then 
shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.” That is one 
of the most remarkable geographic and prophetic state- 
ments in the Bible. No nation has been so scattered all 
over the world; yet it has preserved its identity miracu- 
lously. And the land has lain desolate for long cen- 
turies, God putting in caretakers who would neither 
use the land nor allow anyone else to develop it. 


Fifty years ago, God began to lift His ban. Jews 
began to return in a trickle which has now become a 
torrent. The land has suddenly sprung to life under 
Jewish enterprise and is already largely under inten- 
sive cultivation. Here are two not-to-be-ignored signs 
of the moving of God. First, 1900 years of exile of the 
people, 1900 years’ desolation of the land. Then sud- 
denly God reverses His fiat, and the prophecy of Isaiah 
62:4 is coming true: “Thou [Israel] shalt no more be 
termed Forsaken, neither shall thy land . . . be termed 
Desolate . . . for . . . thy land shall be married,” to 
its people—exactly what is happening today. The Arab 
is out and the Jew is in, in readiness for the personal 
return of Christ as his Messiah, according to many de- 





tailed prophecies, such as Isaiah 11:11 and Amos 
9:14-15. 

These two stages of God’s dealing with Israel and 
the event they portend, the return of Christ. have been 
likened to a train lumbering along the main line of the 
purposes of God. Through unfaithfulness the train 
came to a standstill, all its steam gone and all its faith 
in God lost. God thereupon ran the Jewish train into 
a sidetrack and left it there for the present. He then 
proceeded at Pentecost to make up a new train, well 
described as “the Church Express,” which at present 
occupies the main line. From many indications this 
train is now nearing its goal, which is “to meet the 
Lord in the air” (I Thessalonians 4:17). God will then 
bring the old Jewish train back to the main line to re- 
sume its journey, and reach its goal: to be the govern- 
ing nation of the world under Christ Jesus Himself 
(Zechariah 8:21-23). 

Finally, one of the most vital verses for us today is 
the Saviour’s statement in Luke 21:24: “Jerusalem shall 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, till the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.””. Now Jerusalem has been trodden 
down by Gentiles since Nebuchadnezzar’s day, and the 
present Gentiles are the Arabs. But how long is their 
eccupation of Jerusalem to last? Israel has taken back 






SHIRTSLERVE WITNESS = 


twice as much of the land as the United Nations allotted 
it, and got away with it. She has beaten the disunited 
Arab tribes to a standstill. She controls the new city of 
Jerusalem right up to the walls of the old. When Israel 
is consolidated, who is to stop her from taking back the 
old city and starting religious observances? Neither 
the Arabs nor the U.N. can stop her, only God. Yet 
when the Jews take back the city, the times of the Gen- 
tiles will have been fulfilled, and before that the Church 
age will have ended, and the Church have been caught 
up “to meet the Lord in the air” (I Thessalonians 
4:17). So we had better keep this prophecy in mind, 
keep our bags packed, and be as “men that wait for 
their lord” (Luke 12:36). 


Signs? What with the unparalleled fear of mankind, 
the world-wide distress of nations, the universal threat 
to mere existence, the return of the Jews and the re- 
vival of their land, evidently “the time is short” (I Cor- 
inthians 7:29). Then “forgetting those things which 
are behind . . . [let us] press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil- 
ippians 3:13-14), ever “redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). 


It is later than you think. END 


Across the quadrangle, at the student union, in a dorm room, at a 
week-end retreat—wherever Christian meets non-Christian student, 
you will find Inter-Varsity with its shirtsleeves rolled up for action. 
Here is another in the series of true stories of God’s blessing through 
IVCF. Names and places are fictitious. 


Not long ago one of the Inter-Varsity staff members 
sent in this account of one of the brand-new Christians 
in his area: 

Howard Flicker is the boy Mac led to the Lord a few 
days ago. Shortly after he was saved, Mac walked into 
Flick’s dorm and found him standing out in the hall, 
Bible in hand, preaching to about fifteen men gathered 
around. I say “preaching’”—actually, he was telling all 
about Christ that he knew. his own testimony of what 
Christ had done for him. He was saying something like 
this: “You guys pretend you aren’t interested in reli- 
gion, but just look, everyone who has walked by here 
has stopped to listen, and no one has left.” One guy 
from down the hall shouted, “No? I was there, and | 
left.” “Yeah, but you're still listenin’,” said Flick. 

After talking for a while, he invited the interested 
ones to his room for prayer. About six went in with 


é 


him. Flick had never been in a prayer meeting so far 
as I know, but he told them that they were going to 
have “chain prayer.” He prayed for a while. Then he 
said, “Now. Lord, I want you to help old Jack pray... 
go ahead, Jack.”” When Jack finished, Flick did the 
same thing to the next man. All the while Flick sat 
there munching corn chips, eating as he prayed. 

When all the men had prayed, Flick asked who 
wanted to become a Christian. One fellow said that he 
did. Flick talked with him for a while, though he did 
not make much progress, and came out very much dis- 
couraged. “All those guys listening, and only one 
wanted to become a Christian” he complained. 

For my part, I wish there were a hundred more dumb 
and awkward Christians in my area like Flick, who 
don’t know the language perhaps, but who do know 


the Lord. 
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but “Do I want God’s will?” is often the 


Christian’s basic problem. 


as ALL-IMPORTANT question to the new Christian is 
“What does God want me to do now?” or “What is 
God’s will for my life?” When this is an honest ques- 
tion, it usually springs from the realization that the 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ is now Lord of the life. 
If Christ is now Lord, and self is no longer on the 
throne, then one must live his whole life at His direc- 
tion; consequently it is all-important to know what He 
wants. 

Now, is this kind of knowledge available to the 
Christian and, if so, how? 


IT IS A DAY-BY-DAY SCHEDULE 

First, let us look at the way God’s men in the Bible 
learned His will. In the great mass of these case his- 
tories, rarely did anyone get at once a schedule of all 
that God was going to do with his life. Rather it seems 
that most were like Abraham, who “went out, not know- 
ing whither he went,”’ or like Paul and Timothy, who 
tried to go to Bithynia, “but the Spirit suffered them 
not,” or like Peter who obeyed the command of his 
Lord to “come” knowing that water had never been 
easy for a mortal man to walk on.3 

Sometimes God revealed a long-time plan for an in- 
dividual or a people, but, in each instance, He showed 
only His ultimate purpose; the details and time sched- 
ule of accomplishment were always withheld. Noah 
was warned of a flood but not told that a hundred and 
twenty years would pass before the rain began; the 
Israelites in Egypt were told that they would go into 
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the Promised Land, but the discouraging details of the 
crossing of the Red Sea and the march through the 
wilderness were withheld. Similarly, upon becoming 
a Christian one learns his glorious destiny and God’s 
purpose for his life—that some day he is to be like 
the Son of God in all the perfection of His glorious 
person*—-but the blueprint and the construction sched- 
ule of molding and building that life are not revealed. 

One telling lesson of the Scripture is that when God 
did reveal any of His plan, immediately the sinful 
nature of man began to take over and try to improve 
on it. Thus when God told Abraham that the nations 
of the earth would be blessed through his seed,’ Abra- 
ham forgot that God’s will includes not only the prom- 
ise but also the means of accomplishing it. With God’s 
plan clearly in mind, Abraham could not wait for God’s 
time and God’s way; he acted upon his own initiative 
and brought a son into the world by his wife’s servant 
girl, thus bringing untold misery upon himself and the 
world. Evidently we cannot be trusted with the blue- 
print—we will find something wrong with the plan or 
the time schedule, and, by interposing our limited wis- 
dom, bring havoc to ourselves and those around us. 

On the other hand, there is ample Biblical evidence 
and Christian experience to prove that God will revea! 
what He wants us to do when we need to know it. So 
the Christian’s question becomes not so much “What 
does God want me to do in the future?” but rather 
“What does God want me to do right now in this pres- 
ent moment?” God is not the adolescent schoolboy 
dreaming away a dull class period in an imaginary ex- 
perience of what is going to happen. God is the God 
of the present; and for man the future has no existence 
until it becomes present. 

Furthermore, lives lived every moment for Christ are 
so occupied with proving or experiencing the outwork- 
ing of God’s will now that there is no time to be vexed 
about what God is going to do next year or next week. 
These lives constantly redeem the present moment in 
experiencing God’s will, so that the future moments 
never become the instruments of Satan to defeat God’s 
purpose for the present. 

“The fact that God enables us to do His will from 
moment to moment does not mean that we see or even 
feel our way at all clearly. Frequently, we shall feel 
very ignorant, helpless, and perplexed. As a master in 
the spiritual life puts it: “One lives in perpetual doubt 
and ignorance of what God’s will is going to be, but 
not what it is at this individual moment; that we always 
know, because it is.’ . . . All my duty is to keep in 
touch with him as this moment passes into the next. 
My obvious duty may be at this moment to consider 
what comes next—-and not to know.’ 

GUIDANCE IS FOR THE OBEDIENT 
But this moment-by-moment experience of the will of 


God does not come to everyone; it is only for those who 
have met the divine conditions. These conditions are 
clearly set forth in Scripture: “He that hath my com- 
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: 
and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and 
I will love him, and will manifest myself to him” (John 
14:21) and “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service [or rather, “service belonging to the reason”), 
and be not fashioned according to this world; but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is the good and acceptable [well-pleas- 
ing] and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1-2, R.V.). 

In the first of these, the truth is clear that Jesus 
Christ will manifest Himself, and thus His will, to those 
who are living in obedience to His commandments. In 
the Roman passage, this life of obedience is expressed 
as a life of living sacrifice, in which the body is given 
over constantly into God’s hands. This is the only kind 
of sacrifice which pleases God; such a sacrificial life 
resists the demands of a non-Christian society ; the mind 
is stimulated and made new by receiving scriptural 
truth in God’s presence. 


To those Christians, then, who see the clear com- 
mands of Jesus Christ in the Scriptures such as to love 
one another,’ to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel,’ to remember His death in the Lord’s Supper,’ 
and to abide in Him’’—and obey these commands, even 
to the sacrifice of the body—to them comes the living 
Christian experience of knowing Jesus Christ in reality 
—in life! And when one has such knowledge of such 
a Person, there is no confusion as to what His will is 
for the immediate moment. 


DO WE WANT TO KNOW? 

But all of this presupposes that the one seeking God’s 
will really wants to know Him and that there is no ques- 
tion about his willingness to please God and do what 
God would have him do any time or place. Although 
Christian curiosity to know God’s will is widespread, 
not all who want to know the divine program are will- 
ing to carry it out when it is revealed. 


Some seek to know God’s plan in order to see if they 
will do it. Many do not love the Lord so completely 
and have not committed their lives so unreservedly to 
Him that they seek to know His will only in order to 
do it. All too often in so-called “Christian consecra- 
lion,” when Christ is assumed to be Lord of the life, 
there are secret mental reservations that if certain things 
become obvious as God’s will, they cannot be done. 

The girl who looks upon marriage as the summum 
bonum of life makes a secret reservation that if the 
single life is God’s plan for her, she will not listen. 
Either this, or she assumes that marriage is God’s will 
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for her and thus easily disposes of the whole possibility 
of disobedience. A young man, filled with forebodings 
of a difficult life on a foreign field, quickly determines 
that service in the home field is God’s plan for him 
because he has a secret resolution that if the foreign 
field is God’s will for him, he will not do it. A uni- 
versity student, fearful of trying to live a Christian 
witness before a non-Christian roommate, eagerly seeks 
a Christian roommate and thus is not forced to face the 
fact that it may be God’s will for him to room with a 
non-Christian. 

Behind all this evasion and all this self-deception lies 
the uneasy conviction that God’s will may not be “good 
and acceptable and perfect” but rather “bad, and not 
acceptable, and imperfect.” We must go further and 
call this “uneasy conviction” what it really is — the 
awful sin of distrusting the God who made us and re- 
deemed us by His sacrificial death. 


Thus, in utter realism it must be said that, where the 
heart’s attitude indicates unwillingness to do God’s will, 
there is a serious question if such a person is a Chris- 
tian at all. When Jesus Christ comes into a life and all 
things are made new by the Holy Spirit, the basic de- 
sires of the life are completely changed and all of a 
Christian’s reason for living is centered in the phrase, 
“I delight to do thy will, O Lord.”’’ A Christian may 
for a time be reluctant to do the will of God and resist 
that will and plan, but ultimately he will come to the 
place where God’s desires will be fulfilled, for under- 
lying all of the reluctance (which may be due to the 
presence of sin, the apparent difficulty of the thing sug- 
gested, circumstances which seem contrary, etc.) is a 
basic desire and longing that, above everything else, 
God’s purposes be worked out in the life. If this basic 
attitude of the heart does not exist, one cannot be said 
to have been born from above with the new life of 
Christ. 

Ultimately, then, the problem of knowing the will of 
God centers in the attitude toward God, Himself. To 
question the goodness of the plan is to question the 
goodness of the Planner. Thus the creature dishonors 
the Creator, sets his own judgment over against the 
wisdom of the Maker, and becomes guilty of sin in its 
ultimate form. END 


‘Hebrews 11:8 

2Acts 16:7ff. 

3Matthew 14:22-33 
¢Romans 8:29; I John 3:2; 
5Genesis 17:1-8 

Olive Wyon, The School of Prayer, Westminster Press, 
delphia, p. 53 

7John 13:34; I John 3:23 

’Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 16:15-16; 
9Luke 22:19-20 
John 15:4 
Psalm 40:8 


Philippians 3:21 


Phila- 


Luke 24:47 


HIS, JANUARY, 195] 


But lo ‘Ruel wodkark ta ce eee 
1; ‘Thadeh: in. piveth: wach: tie fee gases tivit 
where toileth he for the Lord? 5 
‘Though I lok in the prayer meetings, he is 


SS 
eth not. 


“Even: though 1 check surely the big weekly meet 
ing, behold, he showeth not up. 


‘18. He no losiger hath titee, to, nor seeaieth he to cave 
to, work for the Saviour. 


19. What shall we then say to these things? The an- 
swer cometh quickly. — 


20. Algs, verily, he hath poohed out!!! 


*IVCFer: Initial Vigor Cools Fast (er) 
**RV: Reversed Vision 











Christianity 
ON the AGO CAMPUS: or svnvns ne son em 


ies is probably no school in the United States quite 
like Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College. And 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship group on cam- 
pus—the Aggie Christian Fellowship—established two 
years ago is probably just as unique. Yet it shares some 
problems with IVCF groups across North America. 

Texas A & M is an all-male school specializing in 
agriculture, engineering, and other technical subjects. 
It is located near the center of Texas on a wide plain 
a few miles from the little town of Bryan. 

The student body is divided into two groups: “The 
Corps,” and the non-Corps group. All students except 
veterans are required to spend at least two years in the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps (“The Corps”), while 
most spend all four years in the program. The Corps 
students wear uniforms at all times and live by com- 
panies in their dorms in a section of the campus far 
removed from the non-Corps section. The Corps ac- 
counts for 5,000 of the 8,000 men in the college, and 
the number is rising as the number of vets decreases. 

The most distinctive feature of A & M is an intan- 
gible known as “The Aggie Spirit.” This is instilled 
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into the Fish (i.e., freshmen), who live in their own 
isolated section of the main campus, right from the 
start. The Fish get the same sort of treatment as the 
Plebes at West Point . . . and are soon filled with an 
insatiable desire to be “a good Aggie.” 

All through the Corps “The Aggie Spirit” is nour- 
ished. Aggies never sit down at an A & M football 
game; their fanatical loyalty is almost legendary. The 


trained eye can quickly distinguish an Aggie’s class . 


rank; and each class has virtually life-and-death power 
over the lower classes. In or out of uniform, an Aggie 
can always be spotted by his handshake, the way he 
introduces himself, etc. 

While some things about “a good Aggie” as he exists 
in the minds of 1aany Aggies are admirable, some are 
rather trying for one who seeks to follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A good Aggie is one with an unswerving 
loyalty to his school, his outfit, and any other Aggie. 
He is able to fit in with the group, makes friends 
quickly, has confidence and self-reliance and a knack 
for getting things done. But he is also supposed to be 
tough, able to express himself in very colorful lan- 


































































guage, hold large quantities of liquor, and be wolfish 
with women. And in an atmosphere where the student 
| must fit in well, there is a big temptation to compromise. ¥ 

Added complications in IVCF program — many of . 
which are true at other chapters—are these: the mass 
migration from the campus on week ends; the heavy 
schedules of technical courses; the difficulty of contact- 
ing freshmen; the class distinctions; the large size of 
the campus; and the prevailing religiousness (some- 
what typical of the South) which contrasts strangely 
with the conduct of many who profess Christianity. 

The Aggie Christian Fellowship is now in its third 
year as an established organization. The first year the 
main activity was a weekly Bible study on the main 
campus, and a daily prayer meeting at the chapel on 
the freshman campus, then located twelve miles away. 

Last fall, in an attempt to take advantage of the fam- 
ily spirit in the military set-up, company prayer meet- 
ings were started by several ACF members. While this 
is being done to some extent with the non-Corps men, 
it is more difficult because the students are less united. 

These company prayer meetings are held nightly in 
various dormitories, and really amount to short Bible 
study sessions. Where there is a Christian student who 
can lead the groups in an interesting manner, these have 
been very popular. In some companies up to 25 per 
cent of the men attended each night. A few of these 
dormitory groups started well, but dwindled away be- 
cause the leader was not yet ready to take such a group. 

The real need was for a leader training program. 

With the first flurry of success in the company prayer ; 
meeting, there was a temptation to spread too thin. The 
solution was a weekly leaders’ meeting, to which only 
leaders or co-leaders of groups are invited. They re- 
port on their groups, spend some time praying for 
them, and then orfe of the older Christians instructs the 
group in presenting the gospel, leading discussions, and 
helping young Christians, or brings to their attention 
their own spiritual needs as leaders. To supplement 
this training, several of the more mature Christians 
meet individually with the younger ones to help them 
in their Christian life and service. 

At the end of the spring semester last year, fifteen 
groups were meeting five times a week, and the same 
number started up this fall. The ultimate aim is to 
have a group on every floor of every dormitory at Texas 
A&M. This would mean over eighty groups witness- 
ing to Christ. One encouraging fact is that some of the 
men who came to know the Lord last year are now co- 
leaders of groups. 

The Aggie who wants to witness has plenty of oppor- 
tunities. But he has to live a consistent life. If he falls 
down at any point, the whole company knows it. Every 

Christian Aggie needs prayer that he may be faithful 
in his life and witness. END 
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British IVF 


In spite of a strong natural reserve, British univer- 


BY CHARLES H. TROUTMAN 


Ta: INTER-VARSITY FELLOWSHIP of Evangelical Unions 
of Great Britain has been functioning successfully now 
for over thirty years. The chapters, or “E.U.’s” at 
Cambridge and Oxford universities, however, are much 
older than that. At Cambridge the witness for Christ 
goes back nearly seventy-five years to the days of 
Charles Simeon—a fact well known to many American 
IVCFers. From a small beginning, the British IVF has 
grown steadily until now an “E.U.” exists in every uni- 
versity and training college (the equivalent of our 
teachers’ college) in the British Isles. 

During my visit to England this fall, I had the op- 
portunity of seeing British Inter-Varsity in action, and 
noticed a few factors peculiar to its functioning. I 
cannot give here a complete description of the British 


sity Christians are doing a magnificent job of making 
gto ee ee 


who watched them six weeks, tells how they do it. 


IVF at work. But I have selected several distinctive 
features which I felt would be interesting and perhaps 
most suggestive to North American IVCF students. 

Over the years British IVF students have acquired the 
lime and experience needed to work out some of their 
difficulties. One of these is the simple manner of con- 
ducting prayer in the larger daily prayer meetings. 
This method eliminates long lists of easily forgotten 
requests and gives directness and specificity to praying 
while still permitting that union of Christians interced- 
ing through the Holy Spirit necessary to a good prayer 
meeting. 

Here is how it is done. The leader opens with a por- 
tion of Scripture, reading without comment except to 
place it in its context or to call attention to its rele- 
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vance. Then the general requests are given and the 
most urgent matters mentioned. Then the leader starts 
with a prayer of praise, worship, and thanksgiving, 
and a definite request for real Spirit-led prayer during 
the meeting. 


Then follows a series of very short, very specific re- 
quests mentioning only one thing at a time. Without 
the usual introduction to a prayer, the fact or difficulty 
js stated, its connection to the person or group is de- 
scribed, and a definite plea made for God’s action. In 
this way there is a continuous stream of short, simple, 
one-subject prayers, usually made by the students most 
directly concerned. Any person may pray several times, 
and several may pray for the same thing. 


One of the typical requests and prayers is as simple 
as this: “Dear Lord, | am going to see So-and-so this 
afternoon. I pray that he will be free to talk, and that 
| may have wisdom in telling him about the Saviour. 
Amen.” The thanksgiving the following day is just as 
brief. At the end of each prayer, the whole group join 
in the “Amen,” thus making the prayer their own. When 
the time is gone, the leader closes with an appropriate 
prayer, committing each member to God for the re- 
mainder of the day. 


This has many advantages. Where there are many 
requests, it saves time by letting the prayer itself bring 
the need before God and the other students. It also 
eliminates long pauses which usually indicate an un- 
preparedness to tackle a formal prayer in front of 
others. Its brevity permits more students to take part 
in the joint fellowship of prayer. Also, a much wider 
area of the chapter life can be specifically covered. 
Vague, general prayer which says nothing is eliminated. 
Most important, it permits those who are most vitally 
concerned to lead the others in prayer. This means that 
the one who presents the request—as a united request 
of the group—to God is the one most obviously con- 
cerned and thus the one who can pray most earnestly 
and intelligently about it. 


This is not the whole of the chapter prayer activity, 
of course, for it gives no place to that waiting upon 
God, that deep prayer—often of desperation, or that 
intense personal intercession necessary to a balanced 
growth in prayer. For this the students usually meet 
in smaller groups or even in pairs before God. 


Another common problem of the British Inter-Var- 
sity is how to get friends who are not interested into a 
place where they may hear the Good News. For British 
students this is not a mere matter of arranging an evan- 
gelistic meeting, advertising, and then, just before the 
meeting, inviting someone to come. Rather, they begin 
as soon as they arrive at the university to pray and lay 
plans to get into touch with all the students in their 
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area — in classes, athletic teams, clubs, dormitories, 
rooming houses, etc. 


First, there is a small prayer group for those in the 
immediate Christian circle. Then plans are made to 
approach each student and gain his friendship through 
an area of common interest. Such possibilities as eat- 
ing together, natural conversation, studying or working 
together, common membership on teams or clubs are 
discussed. Then the plan is followed through. Where, 
in the course of time, a friend is gained or a witness 
for Christ is given and there is a response, there fol- 
lows more prayer. The Christians take pains to see 
that the interested person is brought naturally into a 
service or a Bible study group where the way of sal- 
vation is explained and an opportunity given for a de- 
cision. Throughout this careful “campaign,” there is 
the constant contact of deepening friendship. But it 
goes beyond this, for there is an aggressive attempt at 
the same time to get the non-Christian to hear the gos- 
pel, receive it, and then go on with God to become 
a witness himself. British university students are. ex- 
ceedingly and effectively persistent. 

British E.U.’s are meeting the need for fellowship 
between neighboring universities by assuming a prayer 
interest and personal responsibility for each other. They 
have regular prayer for universities in countries over- 
seas. In their larger D.P.M.’s as well as in their smaller 
group prayer meetings they remember the needs of their 
fellow chapters faithfully. Maintaining intelligent con- 
tact for this covenant of prayer requires much corre- 
spondence, of course, between the schools concerned. 

For nearby E.U.’s that are weak or in difficulty, the 
correspondence is supplemented by personal visits. The 
same earnest prayer continues, but additional help is 
given. Teams from the strong group visit the weak 
group often and send help for missions, conferences, 
and Bible studies. Everything is done to encourage the 
weak group to get on a sound spiritual footing. 

In past years before there was a chapter in each 
school, the stronger groups felt the presence of a nearby 
campus where there was no witness almost an insult to 
their own spirituality. By prayer and fasting they spent 
hours waiting upon God about the matter. They fol- 
lowed up their prayers by visiting—sometimes as often 
as once a week, speaking, and witnessing on that cam- 
pus. And God honored this deep concern as we have 
seen by the fact that there is no school in the British 
Isles now without such a witness. 

The methods described here for handling the D.P.M., 
the personal witness, and the group outreach to other 
schools have been greatly blessed of God at British 
universities. Very likely some of them could be put 
into effective practice by IVCF chapters in Canada and 
the United States. END 
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_ NEWS OF THE 


e Swarthmore Christian Fellowship (Pennsylvania ) 
which officially affiliated with IVCF last December, is 
thanking the Lord for answered prayer with regard to 
growth. Beginning in a small way with only six mem- 
bers, SCF has come to the place where one room no 
longer accommodates them adequately at their Sunday 
afternoon meetings. The small Bible study group has 
become two too-large ones. With the many promising 
contacts that have been made, it is likely that this school 
year will see an even greater increase. Chapter officers. 
concerned over the problem of “bigness,” request 
prayer that their chapter may be able “to continue in 
the spirit of fellowship . . . so necessary for the prop- 
agation of the gospel” and that they may have “the 
necessary spiritual and . . . physical energy . . . to do 
this job.” 

e@ The Twin Cities Alumni Bible Study and Prayer Group 
meets the first and third Tuesday of every month in alumni 
homes in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. Besides backing up 
IVCF with their prayers and gifts, these alumni have been 
opening their homes for the local student members to enter- 
tain foreign student friends. 

e During Frosh Orientation Week at University of 
Buffalo, 1VCFers had a booth decorated with HIS mag- 
azines and a poster, which they felt was effective in 
making new students acquainted with their group. 
About sixty attended the Freshman Get- Acquainted 
Party held the first Tuesday of school—over half of the 
sixty being new students. By way of follow-up, an all- 
day picnic was scheduled for later in the fall. 


@ Missouri University Christian Fellowship, a relatively 
small chapter, is doing a significant piece of work with its 
extensive dorm Bible study groups, which have been cttract- 
ing a considerable number of nonmembers. To show what 
we mean by “extensive,” we reprint from The Up-look (the 
chapter's mimeographed newssheet) the schedule of weekly 
dorm Bible studies: 





Place Time Leaders 
407 Matthews Don Smith 
™D-5 Tues. 6:30 p.m. Billie Alberti 
WRH Tues. 7:00 p.m. Billie Alberti 
TD-3 ee Dick Hubble 
TD-4 — Dick Hubble 
SW Dorm Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Dick Wehrman 


SE Dorm —— Duane Denny 





WRH ‘A’ Thurs. 8:00 p.m. Deane Powell 

515 S. 6th Dorothy Finley 

Nurses’ Residence Wed. p.m. Verna Rhodes 
14 





Note: The time for some of the meetings is eiiiner unknown 
at this time or is varied Anyone on campus who Is interested 
in participating in one of these studies or in organizing 
others is urged to contact one of the above people or fo 
call Deane Powell, phone 9850. 

Four daily prayer meetings, each half an hour long, are 
on the regular Monday-through Friday schedule of MUC?. 
Incidentally, inclusion of the word University in the official 
chapter name—as in Missouri University Christian Fellowship 
—would be a good idea for other IVCF chapters. It has the 
advantage of identifying the group instantly as a university 
organization and therefore not to be confused with some 
other ‘‘Christian Fellowship’’ group in the same city or state. 


e In order that Christians on campus can have the 
constant benefit of Christian fellowship, Bible study, 
prayer, and service, the IVCF chapter at Macalester 
College (St. Paul) has planned some activity for every 
night in the week. Among them, these are especially 
noteworthy: the two-hour prayer meeting on Monday, 
at which students pray for friends who have not yet 
found the Saviour; their service every other week in 
one of the city missions; and their new quarter-hour 
weekly radio program. Twice a week several students 
are giving up their noon hour to receive special in- 
struction on how to lead their friends to Christ. 


e@ Probably the most helpful phase of the follow-up to 
the Billy Graham lectures at Minnesota Christian Fellowship 
(main campus) is the united Bible study for new and young 
Christians. These studies are led by Dr. Charles Hatfield of 
the mathematics department who, under God, is doing a 
real piece of work in making them both interesting and 
profitable. The resultant spiritual development seen in the 
lives of many of these young Christians is most encouraging. 

e Several missionary groups in church - related 
schools in Minnesota held a fall conference at Bethel 
College (St. Paul). Dr. R. E. Thompson of the China 
Inland Mission and Far Eastern Gospel Crusade was 
the main speaker. In spring these groups unite with 
the regular 1VCF and FMF chapters in the area for a 
joint missionary conference. 

e@ The IVCF chapter at McGill University (Montreal) went 
off to Lancaster, Ontario for a conference over the Canadian 
Thanksgiving week end (October 14-16). Main purpose of 
the conference was to make spiritual preparation for the 
campus evangelistic mission to be held in January. Dr. A. ¢- 
Hill of Sherbrooke, Quebec, beloved in IVCF circles for years, 
brought messages on ‘Visions of Christ,” “Effective Bible 
Study,” and “Personal Evangelism.’ The communion and 
worship services on Sunday and the two IVCF hours were 
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highlights of the week end. 

The following week end six McGill students returned Dr. 
Hill’s visit by taking over Sunday school, the radio broad- 
cast, and evening service at Grace Chapel in Sherbrooke 
where he is actively serving the Lord. 

e The IVCF fall retreat of Western Michigan and 
Albion Colleges was typical of the pattern of IVCF 
conferences across the country. Rustic setting: Pretty 
Lake, near Kalamazoo. Good interest: about forty came 
from the two chapters. Forceful, Spirit-filled messages: 
main speakers were Dr. W. Robert Smith of Dubuque 
University and Mr. Paul DeKoning of Michigan State 
College. Real blessing: several decisions were made, 
some for salvation, others for new steps of consecration. 

@ The New York Times recently made a thorough study 
of the progress being made in the seventeen Southern 
states to break down Negro segregation in higher education. 
Benjamine Fine, whose report of the study appeared in the 
October 23 issue of the Times, says that during this aca- 
demic year 1,000 or more Negro students are attending 
classes in public and private institutions in the South. In 
almost every case the Negro students have been well re- 
ceived by their white classmates and heave taken their place 
in university life without incident. 

Helped along by the now famous Supreme Court decision 
on the Gaines case in 1936 (in which the University of 
Lovisiana was ordered to furnish a Negro student the law 
education he wanted substantially equal to that offered 
white students), the situation now is that most Southern 
states are admitting Negroes to state-controlled institutions 
for graduate and professional studies not available to them 
in the state’s Negro colleges. On the other hand, the Times 
study showed that many of the private institutions as well 
as the public women’s schools either do not admit Negro 
students or admit only one or two, as a ‘‘token.”’ 

The policy of non-segregation is one that has been ad- 
hered to by Inter-Varsity ever since its earliest days in the 
U.S. Negro students have been wholeheartedly included in 
the local chapters, at conferences, and in the summer train- 
ing camps. This, IVCF believes, is the desire of Him who 
“hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
the face of the earth.” 


e The University of Texas IVCF chapter is carry- 
ing out a project in hospital visitation these days. They 
find out regularly what university students are hospi- 
talized. Then several of the members, after meeting 
together for prayer, go to visit them. Part of the plan 
is to distribute well-chosen IVCF booklets to the pa- 
tients. “Out of the Darkness” is one book the students 
have found helpful. 

Each member who visits a patient considers that one 
his particular responsibility; that is, no one else from 
the group visits him, and the original visitor is ex- 
pected to carry on the friendship in every way possible. 
Since some denominational groups are also visiting in 
the hospitals, the Texas group is devoting its attention 
to those who have not given any denominational pref- 
erence. 


@ At the University of Southern California, the IVCF has 
undertaken the board and room expense of a D.P. student 
who is attending USC this year. 
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e Just before the close of school last spring, sev- 
eral schools participated in an All-Southern California 
IVCF Banquet. Over a hundred international students 
were special guests. The speaker was Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith of Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena. 


e Students at Seattle Pacific College are still talking 
about the one-day missions ‘‘conferette’ held on their 
campus shortly b2fore the close of school last spring. Schools 
participating were Seattle Pacific, University of Washington 
IVCF, and Simpson Bible Institute. The program included an 
informal but highly provocative panel discussion on prob- 
lems confronting missionaries. H. H. Hazlitt, moderator, di- 
rected the panel which consisted of five missionaries: Miss 
Gail Kizer of the National Holiness Missionary Society in 
China; Mrs. Helen Koenigswald of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance in Tibet; Chaplain Leonard Sweet of the 
Far Eastern Gospel Crusade in Japan; J. W. Haley of the 
Free Methodist Mission in Africa; and Dr. B. H. Pearson of 
the Inter-American Mission Society in Colombia, South 
America. 

Questions discussed dealt with such subjects as cultural 
problems, other faiths, language, distribution of relief sup- 
plies, interdenominational co-operation, training, and indi- 
genous work. The discussion was so informative that similar 
panels are already being planned for future ‘‘conferettes.” 

Forty-two missionaries and a large number of students 
preparing for missionary work took part in the day’s activi- 
ties. 

The conferette was climaxed by the evening rally in 
McKinley Auditorium, attended by more than 800 people 
who heard a missionary address by Dr. Pearson. Ushers 
were students dressed in various international costumes. 
At the close of the message, Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, president 
of Seattle Pacific College, led more than 200 missionaries 
and candidates, who had gathered at the front of the 
auditorium, in a dedicatory prayer. 





The picture shows Alfred Moses Kamanda, Seattle Pacific 
student from Sierra Leone, West Africa, standing beside the 
mural that graced the front of the auditorium during the 
conferette. it was inspired by Amy Carmichael’s famous 
story of “The Daisy Chain.” 


(Items for March News of the Campus should reach 
the HIS office not later than January 5. They may be 
addressed to News of the Campus Editor, 1444 North 
Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois.) 


BY HERBERT W. BUTT 


Fourth in a series of studies 


“Tests of Eternal Life” 


from the First Epistle of John 


i. YE KNOW that he is righteous, ye know that every 
one that doeth righteousness is born of him... In this 
the children of God are manifest, and the children of 
the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of 
God...” (I John 2:29; 3:10). 

Another distinguishing mark of the true child of God 
is righteousness. He who is born of the Spirit—who 
has eternal life in Christ—is a doer of righteousness. 
His prevailing habit of life, through the sanctifying 
grace of the Holy Spirit, is to shun the evil and cleave 
to the good. 

Like his Risen Head, the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 
he is vitally joined by the Spirit, the true child of God 
loves righteousness and hates iniquity—though he can- 
not (like Christ) love with perfect love or hate with 
perfect hatred. This is impossible because the opera- 
tion of divine grace in him is constantly warred against 
by the flesh (Galatians 5:17). But, this indwelling evil 
principle notwithstanding, the heir of eternal life is 
essentially holy. On the average his bent and bias is 
toward holiness: his thoughts are holy; his doings are 
holy; and his desires and aims are holy—predomi- 
nantly, that is. He delights in looking to Christ not 
only as his Lord and Saviour but as his Example as 
well—seeking to “follow his steps” (I Peter 2:21). And 
he is never more happy than when he is consciously 
doing that which is well-pleasing in the Lord’s sight. 
Being born of God, he is habitually a doer of good 


“(TIT John 11). 


In this respect the child of God is quite unlike the 
worldling—the child of the devil. Unreached by God’s 
sovereign, regenerating grace, man is unrighteous and 
destitute of any holy principle in his soul. David in- 
forms us that, looking down from heaven upon the 
children of men, God could find none that understood 
or sought after Him. He could find none that did good 
—*‘‘no, not one.” As the Apostle Paul quotes it: “There 
is none righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:10). 

The divine indictment against humankind obviously 
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implies that no man can change himself morally any 
more than an Ethiopian can change his skin or a leop- 
ard his spots (Jeremiah 13:23). Only God can effect 
such a transformation, and this He does through the 
gospel of His Son. This is evident from a number of 
Scriptures: Jesus Christ is that “horn of salvation” of 
whom Zacharias prophesied “that he would grant unto 
us, that we . . . might serve him without fear in holi- 
ness and righteousness before him, all the days of our 
life” (Luke 1:72-75). It is the grace of God in Christ 
that teaches us (inwardly and effectually) that, “we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world” (Titus 2:12). It is the gospel grace of 
putting off “the old man” and putting on “the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). It is being born into the 
kingdom of God that causes a man to experience 
righteousness (Romans 14:17). It is the gospel which 
“brings forth fruit” (Colossians 1:6), “the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ” (Philippians 
1:11). The fruit of “all goodness and righteousness” 
is “of the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:9) who assuredly in- 
dwells all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is quite in order, then, for the Apostle John to in- 
sist upon the practice of righteousness by one who 
possesses eternal life. Anyone who claims to have life 
and yet lacks this characteristic is evidently an empty 
professor—religious, yet a child of the wicked one; 
professedly a saint, yet a servant of corruption. He is 
of those who “profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, and disobe- 
dient, and unto every good work reprobate” (Titus 
1:16). If a man is a member of Christ, he will show 
that he is by living a righteous life. 

Do you love and do righteousness? If so, and you 
believe with all your heart in Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Saviour, be assured that God has freely given to 
you eternal life—because righteous living is one of the 
distinguishing marks of the true child of God. END 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 1 . 
JOEL 1 (1) In view of the calamitous 


plague of locusts that was devastating 
the land, what does Joel call upon all 
classes of people to do? Study the 
gist of the imperatives, Hear, Awake, 
Lament, Be ye ashamed, etc. Am I 
sometimes just as insensible to the in- 
roads sin may be making in my life? 
(2) Lest the people should look upon 
this plague merely as a tragedy no one 
could prevent, Joel was sent to make 
plain its origin (v. 15). For His chil- 
dren, God is always the First Cause of 
all circumstances. Secondary causes 
are not our concern. (3) In times of 
national calamity, to whom do | turn 
(v. 19)? 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 

Jo—EL 2 (1) Even more devastating 
than the locusts will be the great army 
(of which they were a symbol) coming 
against Jerusalem. What two things 
did the Lord want known about this 
army (v. 1)? God always warns of 
coming judgment. Why? See wv. 
12-14. (2) As certainly as God prom- 
ised judgment for the Jews, so did He 
repeatedly promise restoration and 
blessing (vv. 21-27). If I have wasted 
years that could have been lived for 
the Lord, can He yet make them up? 
On what condition (v. 27)? (3) To 
What period do vv. 28-29 refer? See 
Acts 2:16-18. What is the tremendous 
significance of the words “upon all 
flesh” coming from a Hebrew pro- 
phet ? 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3 

JOEL 3 (1) As the Lord Jesus also re- 
veals in Matt. 25:31-46, God will one 
day judge the nations for their treat- 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 5 YEARS 


ment of His people. 


(2) Many pro- 
phets foretell the coming great coali- 
tion army against Jerusalem. Cf. Rev. 


19:19. It is there the Lord will de- 
scend with His mighty ones (v. 11. Cf. 
Rev. 19:14) in judgment. “The val- 
ley of decision” refers to the place of 
God’s decisive judgment. Then finally 
the Lord Jesus will be acknowledged 
(v. 17) and will rule in righteousness. 
Meanwhile, no matter what staggering 
and literally world-shaking events may 
occur, is He my refuge and stronghold 
(v. 16)? 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4 

ACTS 1:1-14 (1) To discover the writer 
of this book compare v. 1 with Luke 
1:3. (2) Does the record of Jesus’ 
acts and teaching end with the Gos- 
pels? Note the force of began (v. 1) 
and think over passages such as 7:55; 
9:5; 18:9-10; 23:11. The Gospels 
record the acts of Jesus Christ in the 
body of His flesh, but this book re- 
cords the acts done by Him in the 
body of His church — through His 
apostles and disciples. (3) What was 
the only means (v. 8) whereby the 
disciples could be effective witnesses 
to their Lord? Am I such a witness? 
(4) What is the anticipation (v. 11) 
that produces such obedience (v. 12) 
to an absent Lord? 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 

acTs 1:15-26 (1) What new realiza- 
tion concerning the Scriptures (v. 16) 
is evident in Peter since the teaching 
of the forty days (v. 3)? Cf. II Pet. 
1:21. Who is the real author of Scrip- 
ture? (2) Some feel that the choice 
of Matthias was a mistake, and that 
the Lord’s choice was Paul who de- 


clares he too was an apostle (Gal. 
1:1). What requirements (v. 22) did 
Peter set up for one to be numbered 
with the eleven? Contrast Paul’s qual- 
ifications (I Cor. 15:8-10). Yet whom 
would it seem the Lord used more 
greatly as a witness of His resurrec- 
tion, Matthias or Paul? In making 
decisions do I limit my choice to one 
of the immediately obvious possibili- 
ties or do I wait on God to demon- 
strate His choice? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 

ACTS 2:1-13 (1) Pentecost means fif- 
tieth. The Feast of Pentecost was cel- 
ebrated 50 days after the firstfruits 
of the harvest (Lev. 23:10, 15, 16). 
This God ordained as a picture of 
Christ, “the firstfruits” from the dead 
(1 Cor. 15:20) and of the harvest that 
came to fruition by the infilling of 
the Spirit 50 days later. Note v. 41. 
(2) How would the two signs, one 
audible and one visible, which marked 
the coming of the Holy Spirit further 
convince the disciples as to the sig- 
nificance of what was taking place? 
Cf. John 3:8 and Matt. 3:11. (3) 
What was the first thing the Spirit 
enabled the disciples to do (vv. 4, 
nn)? Cf. 18. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 

AcTS 2:14-36 (1) Study this first ser- 
mon after Pentecost. Out of 23 verses 
11 are direct quotations from the Old 
Testament Scriptures. How would this 
gain a hearing from Peter’s audience? 
See v. 5. (2) Note the sermon deals 
first with the very question on their 
minds (v. 12). Then how does Peter 
connect this fact they can see and hear 
(v. 33) with Jesus of Nazareth whom 
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they can no longer see and hear? 
What facts concerning Him are sup- 
ported by the two statements of David, 


vv. 25-28 and wv. 34-35? (3) Observe 
in this sermon a fulfillment of Christ’s 
promise in Luke 21:15. Will He give 
me such wisdom to present Christ to 
my friends? See Jas. 1:5. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 8 

acts 2:37-47 (1) What is the Spirit’s 
first work in the hearts of the uncon- 
verted? With v. 37 cf. John 16:8-9. 
(2) True conversion must have in it 
the element of repentance (v. 38). 
When sin is recognized, then Jesus 
Christ can be presented as the Saviour 
from sin. This is His first blessing-— 
see Ps.-103:3. (3) What are the four 
necessary elements in the upbuilding 
of a young believer (v. 42)? What 
was the apostles’ teaching? Where 
can I find it? See II Tim. 3:16-17. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 

acts 3 (1) What aspects in the heal- 
ing of the lame man identify this with 
the miracles of the Lord Jesus? Note 
“immediately,” v. 7 (cf. John 5:9); 
and “faith in his name,” v. 16 (cf. 
Luke 8:48), and “amazement” v. 10 
(cf. Mark 2:12). (2) In ascribing 
the healing power to God’s Son, whom 
God raised from the dead, Peter places 
the responsibility for His death upon 
his hearers. But how can His death at 
men’s hands be reconciled with His 
being God’s Son (v. 18)? Cf. also 
2:23. (3) Cf. wv. 22-23 with Deut. 
18:15, 19. Of what significance is 
their quotation here? 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10 


acts 4:1-22 (1) Observe from what 
quarter the first opposition arose to 


EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


l. Is there any example for me to 


seek to follow by God's help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


the working of the Holy Spirit (v. 2). 
With v. 2 cf. 23:8. They were the 
rationalists of that day who denied 
everything supernatural. (2) What is 
the best way to answer such men? By 
argument? How did Peter (vv. 8-12) ? 
Is there evidence in my life and on my 
campus of supernatural change that 
cannot be gainsaid (v. 14)? (3) How 
was it Peter and John dared to declare 
their intention of continuing to speak 
in the name of Jesus? Do I fear men 
rather than God? See I Cor. 9:16. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 

AcTS 4:23-31 (1) How would you 
pray if your campus authorities had 
forbidden you to speak of the Lord 
Jesus? Note what the disciples asked 
for (v. 29) and the immediate answer 
God gave (v. 31). (2) How can the 
words of Scripture be a strength in 
times of opposition? How did the 
words of David (vv. 25, 26) strength- 
en the disciples? How had they 
gained the conviction of v. 28? 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 12 

ACTS 4:32-5:11 (1) Of what was the 
early Christian communal life a to- 
ken? See John 13:34-35. What is my 
attitude toward the possessions God 
has allowed me (v. 32)? (2) What 
was the real sin of Ananias and Sap- 
phira? Was it their unwillingness to 
give all the purchase price? Do I ever 
make a show of a devotion to the Lord 
in song, word, or act that is not a true 
reflection of my inner soul? (3) Note 
the repeated mention of “fear” (vv. 
5, ll. Cf. 2:43). Do I think of God 
only as the God of love or have I be- 
gun to apprehend the depths of His 
holiness as revealed by the Holy 
Spirit? 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 
my life? 

6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 

ACTS 5:12-42 (1) What were the re- 
sults (vv. 12-16) of the Holy Spirit's 
purging? Dare I ask Him so to purge 
my heart and the group of Christians 
on my campus? Then those with ul- 
terior motives will not seek our fellow- 
ship (v. 13). What glorious result 
will take place instead (v. 14)? (2) 
It is one thing to make the bold state- 
ment of v. 29 but another to obey a 
command such as in v. 20 after im- 
prisonment for such speaking, and 
again to obey as in v. 42 after cruel 
scourging. Is my daily life at home 
and in public (v. 42) consistent with 
the testimony I give to Christ? But 
who alone makes the testimony and 
the life effective (v. 32) ? 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 

ACTS 6 (1) Observe the gracious way 
in which the complaint of the Grecian 
or Hellenist Jews (not Gentiles) was 
met by the whole company of Chris- 
tians. What is noteworthy in the fact 
that all seven of the deacons appointed 
have Greek names (v. 5)? (2) What 
kind of men does God need as busi- 
ness administrators in His church 
(v. 3)? When such men are found, 
what kind of an increase is the result 
(v. 7)? Merely an increase in budget 
or income? (3) Whenever God's 
power is demonstrated through some 
individual yielded to Him, there is in- 
variably opposition. Why? Consider 
John 15:19-21 and II Tim. 3:12. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 15 

acts 7 (1) What were the charges 
brought against Stephen (6:11, 13, 
14)? How would his defense con- 
vince any honest Hebrew that here was 
no blasphemer of God? Note the term 
he uses for God (v. 2). (2) By re 
lating in detail the history of Moses’ 
rejection at the hands of Israel and his 
later reinstatement by the appointment 
of God (v. 35), what analogy concern- 
ing Jesus Christ did Stephen want to 
bring home to these men? Note the 
summation of all his argument (Vv. 
51). (3) How were Stephen’s last two 
petitions (vv. 59-60) an echo of the 
Saviour’s words in Luke 23:34, 46? 
“Being full of the Holy Ghost” results 
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in likeness to Christ in acts (6:8), in 


words (6:10), in heart and mind 


(7:60). 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 

acts 8:1-25 (1) What were the imme- 
diate results of the persecution that 
arose after Stephen’s death (vv. 1, 4) ? 
Observe how the Lord uses the wrath 
of man to accomplish His purpose. 
Cf. 1:8. (2) Contrast the preaching 
of Philip with the pretension of Simon 
(vv. 5,9). One proclaimed Christ, the 
other himself. Each gained attentive 
audiences, but which was the means 
of actual blessing to the city? It’s the 
blessing, not the crowd, that counts. 
(3) “Simony” (so called from this 
Simon) is the sin of dealing commer- 
cially with spiritual benefits or eccle- 
siastical preferment. (4) Note the 
changed attitude of John toward the 
Samaritans. Contrast v. 25 with Luke 
9:52-56. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17 

acts 8:26-40 (1) In this and the suc- 
ceeding two chapters we read of the 
conversion of one from each of the 
three races (Shem, Ham, and Japheth) 
that populated the world (see Gen. 
10:32). The Ethiopian eunuch was a 
black man, descendant of Ham; Saul 
(c. 9) was a Jew and therefore a Sem- 
ite, descendant of Shem; while Cor- 
nelius (c. 10) was a Gentile, descend- 
ant of Japheth. (2) In each case who 
took the initiative in bringing the gos- 
pel to the representatives of these 
races? Note 8:26; 9:3-4; 10:3. But 
note too the obedience of the instru- 
ments God used, Philip, Ananias, and 
Peter. (3) Am I so sensitive to my 
Lord’s leading that I could leave such 
a hub of spiritual activity as Samaria 
to meet one needy individual alone in 
a “desert”? 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 18 

ACTS 9:1-19 (1) Note where Damas- 
cus is in relation to Jerusalem and 
how far the gospel had spread. How 
can Saul’s terrific zeal in pursuing 
Christians to the very borders of the 
country be accounted for? Read 22: 
3-4 and 26:9-11. (2) Saul most cer- 
tainly believed God and immediately 
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recognized Him in the circumstances 
of v. 3. But what had he failed to 
realize, as the question of v. 4 indi- 
cated? Remember, only the Lord can 
bring a man to such a right-about- 
face as that of v. 6. (3) What power 
overruled Ananias’ fear so that he 
obeyed the Lord? Note Ananias was 
only a disciple, not an apostle, nor 
deacon, and yet he was used to wel- 
come Paul into the family of God. 
What can I learn from this? 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 19 

ACTS 9:20-31 (1) It is important to 
realize what took place after Saul’s 
conversion and early preaching at 
Damascus. The “many days” of v. 23 
are explained by Gal. 1:15-18. What 
do you think God’s purpose was for 
Saul in those two or three years he 
spent in the isolation of Arabia? 
Meditate on Ps. 46:10. (2) Observe 
twice here (vv. 23, 29) and repeat- 
edly throughout his life the plots of 
men to kill Saul. Why did these fail 
of accomplishment? Think over v. 15 
and vv. 24, 30. See how the Lord uses 
His servants to co-operate with His 
purpose. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 

ACTS 9:32-43 (1) Locate Lydda, Joppa 
and Caesarea (10:1) on a map. Note 
how God was leading Peter step by 
step nearer the place where he was to 
realize that the Gentiles too could be- 
lieve and be saved. (2) Note the same 
Lord who delivered Aeneas from a 
helpless, dependent existence also re- 
stored Dorcas to her life of service. 
What can He do for me? (3) Study 
the results of these two miracles (vv. 
35, 42). Each case was prominent, as 
one person had been known for his 
helplessness, the other for her indus- 
try. But both loved the Lord. Which 
kind of a Christian am I? 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 

acts 10:1-33 (1) What kind of a man 
was Cornelius? Was he looked upon as 
a religious fanatic by his servants and 
by his family and friends (vv. 2, 24) ? 
What seems to have been the longing 
of his heart? See wv. 4, 31. (2) Note 
how marvelously this story illustrates 
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God’s never-failing promise of Jer. 
29:13 and Matt. 7:8. (3) Observe 
how God gradually makes known to 
Peter the “intent” (v. 29) of his visit 
to Caesarea. Trace three distinct steps 
(vv. 9-16; 17-22; 30-33). How did 
the vision, the assurance that God sent 
the men, and the relation of Cornelius’ 
vision each contribute to the dawning 
of a new realization for Peter (vv. 
34-35) ? 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 

acts 10:34-48 (1) Observe the em- 
phatic words in Peter’s reply (“every 
nation,” v. 34; “Israel,” v. 35) and 
how he -was led to recall the predic- 
tions (v. 43) of the universality of 
salvation through the Messiah. Note, 
for instance, Joel 2:32. (2) Cornelius 
and the group with him all reverenced 
God, but they could not become par- 
takers of the life of God, the Holy 
Spirit, except through faith in God’s 
Son. Never hesitate to insist on John 
14:6 and Acts 4:12. (3) Is the Holy 
Spirit received only when there is a 
formal laying on of an apostle’s or 
bishop’s hands? Does this passage 
conflict with 8:17 and 9:17? Or is the 
Spirit withheld until after the outward 
sign of baptism? Cf. 2:38. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 

ACTS 11:1-18 (1) That Gentiles could 
receive the same blessings as Israelites 
was something so radically new to 
Jewish thinking that immediately 
doubt and questioning arose (v. 2). 
(2) What was so evident from Peter’s 
rehearsal of the facts that the doubters 
were compelled to the acknowledg- 
ment of v. 18? (3) How did God in- 
sure that Peter would not forget the 
vision or look upon it as any ordinary 
dream? Note v. 10 and 10:16. (4) 
Do I tend to look down on certain 
groups of Christians for denomina- 


tional or racial reasons? Remember 
v. 9. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 

acts 11:19-30 (1) Antioch was an im- 
portant city in the Roman Empire. 
What circumstances led to the preach- 
ing of the gospel there? Is suffering 
for Christ ever in vain? (2) Perhaps 





The questions of THIS MORNING 
WITH Gop are based on the Scripture 
passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 75¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 


the men of Cyprus and Cyrene (in 
N. Africa) were among those in Jeru- 
salem on the day of Pentecost (2:10). 
Note how greatly the political unity of 
all these places within the Roman Em- 
pire facilitated travel and so aided in 
the spread of the gospel. (3) What 
kind of an attitude did the church in 
Jerusalem take toward the Greeks who 
believed? And how did these Gentile 
believers evidence their feeling of spir- 
itual kinship with the Hebrew Chris- 
tians in Jerusalem? Have | a family 
love for all Christians? See Eph. 3:15. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 

acts 12 (1) Could the Lord who de- 
livered Peter have also delivered 
James? Why He did not we cannot 
tell. But note that his death was surely 
in fulfillment of the Lord’s word in 
Matt. 20:23. (2) Herod purposed to 
slay Peter, for “to bring him forth to 
the people” meant death. Cf. v. 11. 
What is the only effective weapon the 
church of God has against evil au- 
thorities? Cf. Eph. 6:18. (3) If the 
Lord answers such unbelieving (v. 15) 
though earnest (v. 5) prayer, what 
will take place when I pray in full ac- 
cordance with His command (Matt. 
21:22)? (4) Note the contrast in vv. 
23 and 24. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 

ACTS 13:1-15 (1) Who takes the initi- 
ative in every true missionary call? Is 
it primarily a case of mission boards 
advertising for men, or of individuals 
applying for posts? How important 
it is to be “sent” by a praying group 
that believes in the Holy Spirit’s direc- 
tion! Cf. Rom. 10:15. (2) Was Paul 


too harsh in condemning Elymas? 
What was his awful sin? Compare our 


20 


Lord’s words in Matt. 23:13. (3) John 
Mark (12:25; 13:5, 13) put his hand 
to the plough and then turned back. 
What did Christ say of such (Luke 
9:62)? Yet grace overruled in the end 
—see II Tim. 4:11. Will He do this 
for me if I fail at first? 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 . 
acts 13:16-43 (1) Of whom did 
Paul’s audience consist? Jews only? 
Note the twofold form of address (vv. 
16, 26) and cf. v. 43. Do I seek to 
interest my audience (be it 2, 3 or 
100) by mentioning something we have 
in common (e.g. “our fathers,” v. 17) 
or by stressing even the lowest com- 
mon denominator of faith (“ye that 
fear God”)? (2) Note the mention of 
eleven known acts of God (vv. 17-22) 
before stress is laid on the unrealized 
facts of vv. 23, 28, 30. How were 
these last acts linked to what they 
knew? See vv. 23, 27, 29, 32, 33. (3) 
Why must the facts about Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection (His person) 
be established before speaking of the 
forgiveness of sins (His work, v. 38) ? 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 

acts 13:44-14:7 (1) V. 46 is very im- 
portant. Note God’s principle — op- 
portunity rejected means opportunity 
removed. Compare Christ’s solemn 
words to the Jews, Matt. 21:43. (2) 
Surely Paul and Barnabas would be 
perplexed and dismayed at the perse- 
cution encountered in Antioch! Yet 
note their reaction (v. 52). How ac- 
count for it? See Matt. 5:11-12. (3) 
What is the invariable outcome in any 
place where the word of the Lord is 
clearly and boldly proclaimed (v. 4) ? 
Am I prepared for this as a result of 
my campus mission? Meditate on 
Luke 12:51 and John 7:43. This is 
the only dividing line that will be ex- 
tended after death. Cf. 17:31. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 29 

ACTS 14:8-28 (1) Contrast the treat- 
ment Paul and Barnabas were ac- 
corded in Iconium (v. 5) with that in 
Lystra at first, and contrast this in turn 
with v. 19. What are the very real 
temptations of each of these different 
testings? Did Paul and Barnabas suc- 


cumb? Will I? Note wv. 7, 21 and 15, 
(2) What is remarkable in the return 
(v. 21) to Lystra, Iconium and An- 
tioch? Note the message they gave 
(v. 22). Why would it be effective? 
(3) What was the dominant note of 
Paul and Barnabas’ report to the home 
base (vv. 26, 27)? Would it leave 
their hearers with an impression of 
what an outstanding work they had 
accomplished ? 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 

ACTS 15:1-29 (1) When disputes and 
differences of opinion arise among 
Christians, what is the first step to- 
ward settling them (v. 6)? Cf. v. 25, 
“assembled with one accord.” Is this 
our practice? (2) Observe how the 
disputes ceased when men were will- 
ing to recognize God’s purpose, re- 
vealed step by step. What did God 
reveal concerning the Gentiles in the 
case of Cornelius (vv. 8-9)? And 
what through the ministry of Paul and 
Barnabas (v. 12)? And what promise 
had He given concerning them in the 
O.T. Scriptures (v. 17)? (3) After 
such considering, guidance came (v. 
28). Am I trying to impose extra 
unnecessary restrictions upon newly- 
converted Christians (v. 28) ? 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 

acts 15:30-16:5 (1) Note the re- 
peated use of the word “confirm” 
(vv. 32, 41). Cf. 14:22. Does this 
refer to a “confirmation” ceremony? 
How do | “confirm” a friendship with 
someone? Do I ever go out of my 
way, or even think it necessary, by 
visit or letter, to confirm the faith of 
any whom I have been used to lead to 
the Lord? (2) In the contention over 
Mark, Scripture does not take sides. 
How could Paul’s severity and Bar- 
nabas’ willingness to give a second 
chance both be used of God to make 
Mark “serviceable” (II Tim. 4:11)? 
(3) Paul circumcised Timothy, not 
because it was necessary, but to give 
him an opportunity to gain a hearing 
with the Jews. Note I Cor. 9:19-23. 
(The January studies for “This Morning 
With Cod” were prepared by Yvonne K. 
W oods.) 
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i RANCES COULDN'T sleep. She lay wide-eyed in the 
darkness. her mind awhirl, her heart thrilled. She re- 
membered entering her hostess’ drawing room five 


eventful days before, looking around at the other guests 
quietly visiting together, and praying, “Lord, give me 
all in this house!” 

The Lord answered her prayer. One by one in those 
five days each guest confessed his need of a Saviour or 
his heart’s longing for a deeper walk with the One he 
already knew. And Frances Ridley Havergal had been 
used of her Beloved. So this final night of her visit, 
too happy to sleep, she rose and penned the familiar 
words, 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee... 

This was not the first time Frances had received such 
a complete answer to her petitions. In fact, it was only 
one amazing experience in the life of an extraordinary 
young saint. 

Her father had nicknamed his tiny daughter “Little 
Quicksilver” because of her enchanting vitality and zest 
for living, her unpredictable spirit. Perhaps he spoke 
more than he knew, for quicksilver was used for mak- 
ing mirrors, and who more than she reflected so radi- 
antly “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6) ? 








HYMNS... 


The ivcF hymnal contains five of Miss Haver- 
gal’s hymns: “Thou Art Coming, O My Saviour” 
(number 11); “Who Is On the Lord’s Side?” 
(number 27); “Like a River Glorious” (number 
40); “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (num- 
ber 80); “Take My Life, and Let It Be’ (num- 
ber 151). 





Frances was born in a parsonage in Worcestershire, 
England, some hundred years ago. As her father was 
a musician and composer as well as a preacher, he be- 
gan her musical education early. She was a precocious 
child, reading and writing at four. Before long her 
friends received letters written in perfect rhyme. Al- 
ready she showed the innate abilities and keenness of 
mind she was to use in adult life for the Lord. 


One summer day six-year-old Frances sat quietly in 
her father’s church and listened to a sermon which 
changed her life. She was startled and frightened as 
the speaker displayed the awful terrors of hell and the 
judgment day. Her vivid imagination pictured what 
lies ahead for the unsaved, and she knew herself a 
sinner. She told no one, but the message preyed on her 
mind day and night. For two years she remained in 
great distress about her soul. Finally she could stand 
it no longer and ventured to open her heart to the 
curate of her father’s newly acquired pastorate. 

“Now, now, my girl,” was the gentleman’s response 
to her timid confession, “you’re just homesick. You'll 
be all right by and by. Just be a good little girl.” 


Frances said nothing more for five years. After the 
death of her mother she was sent to a school for girls, 
where the smoldering fires of conviction were rekindled 
by a revival which broke out among the students. What 
could she do? Where was she to turn for help? Fi- 
nally, in desperation, she told Miss Cooke of her need. 


“Why cannot you trust yourself to your Saviour 
right now?” asked the kind woman. 


“Then came a flash of hope across me, which made 
me feel literally breathless,” she said. “I remember 
how my heart beat. ‘I could surely,’ was my response. 
I left her suddenly and ran away upstairs to think it 
out. I flung myself on my knees in my room, and 
strove to realize the sudden hope. I was very happy at 
last. I could commit my soul to Jesus. I could trust 
Him with my all for eternity.” 


From that moment on she was His completely. And 
as a result countless hundreds have found the Saviour, 
saints have been encouraged and strengthened, the 
world has become a richer place. 


Frances was confirmed in Worcester Cathedral in 


1854. When the Bishop laid hands on her and prayed, 





“Defend, O Lord, this Thy child with Thy heavenly 
grace, that she may continue Thine forever, and daily 
increase in Thy Holy Spirit more and more, until she 
come into Thy everlasting Kingdom,” the words Thine 
forever kept ringing in her ears like a brilliant carillon, 
like a fragrant symphony. She always observed, the 
anniversary of her confirmation by spending the day 
in prayer and holy retirement. 

By the time she was twenty-two, Miss Havergal had 
memorized word for word all of the Gospels, the Epis- 
tles, Revelation, Psalms, and Isaiah. Later she learned 
the Minor Prophets. 

She completed her education in England and Ger- 
many, winning high honors in Latin, Greek, French, 
German, and Hebrew. She became a gifted singer and 
a prolific writer of music. What talents and training 
to be laid at His feet! 

Burning with zeal Frances taught a Sunday school 
class, sang in churches everywhere, visited the poor, 
went to hospitals, and even walked from house to house 
with the Good News. Her sweet Christian spirit eman- 
ated everywhere. Children flocked to her. 

But she spent every morning with the Word, sitting 
at a table to study and mark her Bible. Sometimes, on 
bitter cold mornings, her sister would beg her to study 
with her feet close to the fire. “But then,” Frances 
would reply, “I can’t rule my lines neatly [she used 
the railroad method]. Just see what a find I’ve got! 
If one only searches, there are such extsaordinary 
things in the Bible.” 

Many golden nuggets of Scripture truth which she 
unearthed, she shared with others in writings that soon 
began to attract wide attention. 


“It is only with God-given treasure can we enrich 
others,” she wrote in “Royal Bounty.” “When we want 
to give a word to another, it generally seems to come 
with more power if instead of casting about for what 
we think likely to suit them we simply hand over to 
them any treasure word which He has freshly given to 
us. When He opens to us some shining bit of treasure, 
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let us not forget, ‘Freely ye have received, freely give’. 


Letters from her study wended their way in all di- 
rections. She was in demand everywhere as Bible 
teacher and lecturer. From morning to night she was 
busy. Constantly her heart stretched toward the “re- 
gions beyond.” 


Miss Havergal had a remarkable confidence in the 
power of God’s Word. “All the earth-born or devil- 
breathed fogs and clouds of doubt from the Fall till 
this hour have not been able to touch the splendor of 
one star that He has set in the unassailable firmament 
of His eternal truth,” she said. 


But in spite of her constant labors for her Master, 
her diligence in the Word and in prayer, Frances 
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wanted more. More of His grace. More of His power. 
More of His joy. She longed for a fuller, richer Chris- 
tian experience. : 


“Oh, to be filled with joy and the Holy Ghost,” she 
cried. Her song, “I Gave My Life for Thee,” reveals 
the deepest longings of her heart to be more fully con- 
secrated to Christ. 


Finally the long-awaited experience came, lifting her 
whole being into sunshine and gladness. Someone sent 
her a little booklet, “All for Jesus.” She read it care- 
fully. It spoke of the crying need of her own heart. 
She had felt for years a falling-short of the standard, 
not so much of a holy walk and conversation, as of uni- 
form brightness and continuous enjoyment in the divine 
life. She wanted this joy, not so much for her own 
pleasure as for others, that she might more capably 
lead them into the joy of the Lord. 


“I want Jesus to speak to me, to say ‘many things’ 
to me, that I may speak to others with real power,” 
she said. “It is not knowing doctrine, but being with 
Him, which will give me this.” 

The Lord answered her yearning heart and kindled 
within her soul the desire to go forward in utter con- 
secration to Him. 


“I have left the sunless ravines forever!” she exult- 
antly cried. And it was true. Her whole life, wonder- 
ful as it had been, took on a new radiance, a power 
heretofore unknown by her. Her life was full with His 
presence and blessing. And strangely enough, it came 
as a result of her own digging into the Word and hours 
spent alone with God, for she was singularly withheld 
from attending public conferences and meetings during 
this crisis period in her life. She at last had found the 
secret of consecration. 

“There must be full surrender before there can be 
full blessedness,” she wrote. 

Later, in relating to some intimate friends the effects 
of such an experience, Frances said, “Never, oh, never 
before, did sin seem so hateful, so really ‘intolerable,’ 
nor watchfulness so necessary, and a keenness and un- 
interruptedness of watchfulness too, beyond what one 
ever thought of. only somehow different. Not a dis- 
tressed sort, but a happy sort. It is the watchfulness 
of a sentinel when his Captain is standing by him on 
the ramparts, when his eye is more than ever on the 
alert for any sign of the approaching enemy, because 
he knows they can approach only to be defeated.” 

Although life was not always kind, there remained 
the joy of the Lord. When her American publishers 
failed and she did not receive the money due her for 
books, she wrote, “I have not a fear, or a doubt, or a 
care, or a shadow upon the sunshine of my heart.” 

When many valuable stereotype plates of her music 
and songs were destroyed by fire, she was still happy, 
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The Morrow’s Guest 


O New Year, with the swift and shining feet 
Nearing and nearing my life’s busy street, 
With joyous hands outspread my soul to greet, 
What hast thou? Loss, when I had hoped for gain? 
For peace and tranquil days bringest thou pain? 
Stone-scattered road for this year’s mossy lane? 
Whate’er thou hast I welcome. Come, O Guest! 
This poor world’s fevered rush for joy and jest 
May pass me by—and yet I dream me blest. 
My joys are not as her joys: be what may 
My soul’s cup shall brim over night and day. 
For the very Son of God’ is on my way. 


—M. H. ROWE 





believing that God had a purpose in allowing adver- 
sities. When illness came, plaguing her footsteps until 
her death, she was a daily illustration of “without 
carefulness.” Her spiritual vitality energized all with 
whom she came in contact. She literally burned her- 
self out in ministering to others. 


All across the world today, tired workers for Him 
may read her “Royal Commandments,” her “Royal 
Bounty.” and many other of her books, and be re- 
freshed and invigorated. Everywhere saints gather, the 
music of Frances Ridley Havergal wafts its way to the 
Throne in united praise and exultation. Her knowledge 
of the human heart and of the Saviour who meets that 
need—and her inimitable method of disclosing both— 
sets her apart as one of the choice saints of all ages. 


Who but Frances Ridley Havergal could write, “It is 
the privilege not of a favored few but of all saints to 
comprehend something of what is incomprehensible of 
the depth of His love, as contrasted with the shallow- 
ness which is always felt, however disguised, in the 
world’s best. Down to the very depth of our fall went 
that wondereful love of Christ, to the depth of our sin, 
to the depth of our need, to the depth of those caverns 
of our own strange inner being which we ourselves 
cannot fathom and which only His love can fill.” 


Thy reign is perfect peace, 
Not mine, but Thine; 
A stream that cannot cease, 
For its fountain is Thy heart. Oh, depth unknown! 
Thou givest of Thine own, 


Pouring from Thine and. filling mine. 
END 








by Prayer 
BY LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER 


ass SOUL-WINNER becomes aware, sooner or later, 
that the vast company of unsaved people do not realize 
the seriousness of their lost estate. They may be sym- 
pathetic, warmhearted and kind, full of tenderness to- 
ward human suffering and need, but they strangely dis- 


regard their sinfulness before God and their impera- 4 


tive need of a Saviour. 


How are they to be reached with the gospel? To 
answer this, we must rightly understand the cause of 
their indifference, and adjust our methods so that there 
may be co-operation with the Spirit of God in following 
the divine program in soul-winning. 

One of the greatest foes to modern evangelism is de- 
scribed as follows: “And even if our gospel is veiled, 
it is veiled in them that are perishing: in whom the god 
of this age hath blinded the thoughts of the unbeliev- 

ing, that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of 
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Because of its appropriateness during IVCF’s “Year 
of Evangelism,” HIS reprints a valuable article which 
appeared nearly five years ago. It is a condensation 
by IVCF staff member Paul Beckwith of Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafers important book, True Evangelism. 
Dr. Chafer is the distinguished president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary. 











Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon 
them” (II Corinthians 4:3-4, R.V. with margin). 


This blinding or veiling of the mind causes a uni- 
versal incapacity to comprehend the way of salvation. 
It is imposed upon unregenerate men by Satan, the 
archenemy of God, in his attempts to hinder the pur- 
pose of God in redemption. It is a condition of mind 
against which man can have no power. 


Yet God has provided a means whereby this Satanic 
veil may be lifted and the soul come into the illumina- 
tion of the gospel. After this, the way of life, which 
is the gospel, will seem both desirable and of transcend- 
ent import. It is divinely accomplished as the Spirit 
of God reproves (convicts) the world “of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment.” 


“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; it is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if | depart, I will 
send him unto you. And when he is come, he will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: of sin, because they believe not on me; of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more; of judgment, because the prince of this 


world is judged” (John 16:7-11). 


“OF SIN, BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE NOT ON ME.” The 
only sin to be revealed, according to this passage, is the 
sin of personally rejecting Christ. The reason is ob- 
vious. Christ has perfectly borne the condemnation of 
the individual’s sins, hence God in no wise lays them 
back again upon the sinner, but rather holds him re- 
sponsible for not believing the record of the atoning 
death of His Son (see I John 5:10-12). The issue is 
plainly the rejection of the Son who bore the sins. 


“OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE I GO TO MY FATHER, 
AND YE SEE ME NO MORE.” The problem of all human 
destiny is attainment unto the righteousness of God. 
Without that perfection, man can never hope to stand 
in His presence. In Christ, the sinner is made “ac- 
cepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:6), and stands in 
the righteousness of God. 


“OF JUDGMENT, BECAUSE THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD 
IS JUDGED.” The Spirit also enlightens concerning the 
complete and sufficient judgment of all sin in the cross 
of Christ. This judgment met all possible condemna- 
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tion for sin, and broke all claim and authority of rulers 
and powers of darkness. 

It is not claimed that an unsaved person must come 
to know every phase of truth about the atonement of 
Christ before he is divinely prepared for salvation; 
but it is claimed that the Spirit makes the meaning of 
the Cross sufficiently clear to enable him to abandon all 
hope of self-works, and to turn to the finished work of 
Christ alone in intelligent, saving faith. 

The agency or means which is used by the Spirit in 
this enlightening work is the Word of God, the “sword 
of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). As both the person 
and the work of Christ are presented in the Scriptures, 
it is necessary only for the Spirit to vitalize His own 
W ord—either upon the printed page or through the lips 
of His messenger—to bring a new light and possibility 
into the hitherto blinded mind. The Word is but the 
sword, and must be wielded by the Spirit to be effective. 

Jesus has commanded His own that are in the world 
to preach the gospel of redemptive truth to every crea- 
ture. Yet their preaching is of no avail unless accom- 
panied by the convincing and illuminating work of the 
Spirit. This work of the Spirit is dependent upon a 
ministry of the believer which should always accom- 
pany preaching. 


THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

There are but three possible ways in which the be- 
liever can fulfill the God-appointed human part in seek- 
ing the lost. They are: prayer, personal effort or in- 
uence, and giving. The first and last are world-wide 
in scope, the other is limited to the locality and oppor- 
tunity of the individual. 

The ministry of prayer is continually open to every 
believer, and is limited in its possibilities only by the 
feeble faith of man. 

All evangelism must begin with prayer. God has 
honored man with an exalted place of co-operation and 
partnership with Himself in His great project of hu- 
man transformation. 

Prayer is said to be a cause. It is because of prayer 
that God promises to perform. Where believing prayer 
has been offered with expectation toward God alone; 
there has always been evidence of the power of God 
unto salvation. 

The present failure of Christians today in this min- 
istry of intercession accounts for the present lack of 
Holy Spirit conviction and conversion in the church! 


Fundamentally, the personal element in true soul- 
winning work is more a service of pleading for souls 
than a service of pleading with souls. 

The divine order is to talk to God about men until 
the door is definitely open to talk to men about God. 

The precious service of leading the enlightened per- 
son to a decision is often appointed to the one who has 


first suffered for that person in intercession. 

Seldom is it advantageous to press for a decision 
until some evidence is given that the Spirit is leading 
toward such an appeal. When the heart is prepared, 
coaxing and pleading will be found to be unnecessary, 
for the soul will be thirsting for the Water of Life. 
When led by the Spirit, the child of God must be as 
ready to wait as to go, as prepared to be silent as to 
speak. 

The whole plan of salvation should be clearly under- 
stood, and those texts and passages kept in mind which 
are adapted to meet the mental confusion that Satan 
produces in those with whom the Spirit is dealing. 

Above all, the personal worker must be wholly de- 
pendent upon the leading of the Spirit. He should be 
as prepared to do the unusual thing as the usual. 

With the great commission to preach the gospel to 
every creature, it may usually be assumed that God 
would have us speak to men, with all earnestness, un- 
less otherwise led by the Spirit. There is an important 
distinction to be considered, however, between present- 
ing the gospel of saving grace, and demanding an im- 
mediate decision from an individual. A personal de- 
cision should be pressed only when so led by the Spirit. 
SUFFERING WITH CHRIST 

Compassion for lost souls will be created in the heart 
by the Spirit, and this will find expression and relief 
in the Spirit-inspired prayer of intercession. The Spirit 
will then answer this prayer by going forth through 
some ministry of the Word, with convicting and con- 
verting power to the glory of Christ. 

The burden of heart that can find no peace because 
of the lost condition of some individual is the highest 
form of human suffering. It is seen in the Scriptures as 
the normal experience in the life of every saved person. 

The believer may suffer for Christ. This may include 
the loss of friends, property, reputation, health, sepa- 
ration from loved ones, humiliation; and even death. 

But the suffering of a Christian is primarily with 
Christ. He may suffer from man the reproaches of 
Christ, or he may come to experience with Christ a 
divinely wrought burden and sorrow for the lost. Suf- 
fering with Christ is to experience by the Spirit an un- 
utterable agony for men out of Christ, and from that 
vision and love to be willing to offer personal sacrifice 
or endure physical pain, if need be, that they may be 
saved. This is as near to “a cross” as a Christian can 
come in experience; for he can make no atonement, 
nor is human atonement needed. 

Whenever a believer is prepared to receive this great 
gift, it will be granted to him in such a degree, and at 
such times as he is able to bear it. All pity for those 
who, through want of adjustment to the mind and pur- 
pose of God, are never so privileged! Let nothing divert 
us from that unbroken walk with God in which He im- 


parts all of His own passion and love to our hearts, 
and causes us to be instant in season and out of season 
in the winning of souls. 

This divine burden is a very uncommon experience 
today. The difficulty lies in the defilement of the be- 
lievers who are priests before God and who do not and 
cannot, because of their own unfitness, experience the 
love of God for others, or prevail with God in the holy 
place. 


THE POWER OF PURITY 

There can be no prevailing power in prayer or effec- 
tiveness in ministry as long as the believer’s sin and 
defilement are not put away. This defilement hinders 
every phase of his priestly office, makes fellowship with 
Christ impossible, and robs him of his personal joy and 
blessing. 

The limitation that is placed upon the priestly prayer 
of intercession through undealt-with sin, is the only 
aspect of this truth directly related to the subject of 
evangelism. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). 

The condition imposed upon the believer for the for- 
giveness of his sin and defilement is that he confess his 
sins. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (I John 1:9). 


If there is no fruit borne to the glory of God, no 
fellowship with God, and no joy in the life of a be 
liever, it is evident that there is need for adjustment in 
that life to the mind and will of God. Such adjustments 
are the common experience of those who know what it 
is to walk with God. There is no other way to keep 
that priceless fellowship and blessing. 


When the believer-priest is cleansed and is in com- 
munion with God, the love of God shed abroad in his 
heart will create in him a divine longing for the salva- 
tion of the lost, and this will be brought about by the 
Spirit which is given unto him (Romans 5:5). He will 
then, from time to time, be driven to intercession and 
prayer through his suffering with Christ. And since 
that prayer will be answered by the going forth of the 
Spirit in power, wielding His mighty sword to convict 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, then where 
this divinely wrought vision is received and acted upon 
by a depositing of all hope and trust in the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of the world, there will 
be, by the same Spirit, a marvelous transformation of 
the whole estate from the power and darkness of Satan 
into the light, liberty, and blessing of the sons of God. 


True evangelism begins, then, with a cleansed heart, 
and while the human instrument may co-operate in 
much of the subsequent work in seeking the lost, he is 
ever reminded that it is “not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6). END 
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THE REALITY OF CHRIST TESTED 


BY KARLIS LEYASMEYER, Missioner during 
IVCF’s “Year of Evangelism”’ 





= 1s soaked with human blood to the very core,” 
wrote the great Russian novelist, Dostoevski, in the 
nineteenth century. What still was lacking in the literal 
fulfillment of these words not only in Russia but all 
over the globe, started its pace when the Communist 
revolution began its march “under the leadership of 
Satan himself”—as Lenin’s aide Lunatscharski said— 
to conquer the world. 

Latvians by birth, we had been driven because of the 
first world war from Latvia into Russia proper and 
lived there several years when the Bolshevik revolution 
caught us. In the first famine two of my sisters died, 
and the rest of us lived by eating rotten straw. The 
following mass massacres took our father. At the same 
time—from platform and school—the Communist athe- 
ists preached with aggressive persuasiveness that sci- 
ence had proved there was no God, that there had been 
no Christ, and that the Bible was a compendium of an- 
cient myths. As a teen-ager who had been reared in a 
Christian home | listened, and these preachings killed 
my last hope. 

We returned to Latvia where I became a farmhand. 
My hopeless sufferings dragged my soul into depres- 
sion. Often I ran into the woods to cry out in strang- 
ling grief. 

One day my mother gave me a New Testament and 
assued me that by reading and obeying it | would find 
soul-rest. When I came to Matthew 11:28-30, I was 
struck by the wonderful invitation. I felt that I must 
follow it. With a doubtful but craving heart I prayed. 
Christ spoke to me and touched my sore soul. Oh, 
wonderful day! He was so real to me that, since then, 
Christ has been the One Great Reality amidst floating, 
shadowy material realities. | had doubted; but He re- 
vealed Himself, forgave my sins, healed my soul, and 
gave happiness and a new vision for life and eternity. 

My mother, younger brother, two sisters, and I moved 
to Riga, the capital of the new, independent state of 
Latvia. Anxious to lead others to the Lord, I was soon 
active in Sunday school, young people’s society, and 
at missions. But before long I found that I was poorly 
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equipped for youth work because—since Latvia has for 
many years had the highest percentage in Europe of 
people with academic education—many of my listeners 
were college and university students. As a railroad 
mechanic with résponsibility for younger sisters and 
a brother, | was not able to afford years of study. So 
| prayed. And lo, unusual things happened. 

The pastor of a large church, who was on the faculty 
of the evangelical theological school, offered to pay all 
my expenses for college and seminary. After I had 
graduated from these schools, new possibilities opened 
for six years of graduate study in the State University 
of Latvia, and at last free studies in Great Britain. 
Later | took advanced work in Russia. During these 
years of study | spent all my available time in evan- 
gelistic work among students. At last, under the com- 
hined strain [ physically collapsed. 

In a wonderful way the Lord brought me back to my 
strength very soon. Then He gave great opportunities 
with students in the northern European countries: as 
executive secretary of the Latvian Sunday School 
Union; as editor of Christian and educational maga- 
zines for children, youth, and adults; as promotional 
secretary of the Church Department of Latvia. 

But then in 1939 came the second world war. For 
two years the combined blows of the unprecedented 
might of Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin crushed free- 
dom and the nations of Europe. Latvia and the other 
Baltic states suffered too in spite of the strictest neu- 
irality, friendship, and nonaggression treaties. 

Soon after the occupation by Soviet Russia, religious 
persecutions—under the disguise of counter-revolution- 
ary measures—began. But under this deadly challenge, 
the living Christ manifested Himself through His fol- 
lowers. I too was arrested and sentenced to die. Stand- 
ing before the Communist firing squad, I suddenly ex- 
perienced Christ’s presence in such glorious reality that 
I lost all fear; full peace came to my heart. Christ 
clearly instructed me what to say and enabled me to 
look fearlessly into the eyes of the satanized men and 
say: “I am innocent; and you must not shoot!” I went 
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LEAVING SOON... 
Raymond Larsen, IVCF staff member last year 


for the state of Oregon, is an accepted missionary 
candidate of the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade. He 
expects to be on his way to the Philippine Islands 
very shortly, where he is planning to spend some 
of his time in student work. Friends are asked to 
remember Mr. Larsen in prayer as he begins his 
foreign ministry. 





on talking. They waited. After a few minutes they 
decided to torture me till I pled guilty. Christ’s divine 
presence was real in this too. They brought me to the 
Secret Police prison for further examination. During 
that one night more than two hundred men were killed. 
In the last minute in an amazing combination of hap- 
penings one of the prison guards led me out. I praised 
the Lord for what He had done and pledged anew for 
Him my life and service. 


I did not need to hide long because Hitler had begun 
attacks on Russia, and the German armies marched over 
Latvia. There was great distress. Nearly every family 
had lost someone under the bloody Soviet occupation. 
Now the ruthless Nazi regime tortured and killed in 
prisons and annihilated in the concentration camp death 
chambers. 


I decided to try to do some evangelistic work. And 
the people came. In spite of undernourishment, long 
hours of work, absolute black-out in cities and towns, 
poor transportation facilities, and continuous threat of 
air bombardment, they crowded the largest churches 
and halls. Hundreds professed faith in Christ. Then 
there were invitations to go elsewhere for meetings, and 
for three years it was my privilege to show the reality 
of Christ to thousands under the merciless Nazi occu- 
pation. Some ten thousand publicly indicated that thev 


had decided for Christ. 


During the last phase of the war when some 130,000 
Latvian intellectuals and specialists were taken to Ger- 
many for forced labor and there faced death in the or- 
deals of destructions, many went to be with Christ and 
others knew His peace “which passeth all understand- 
ing.” 

Although Himmler, Hitler’s police chief, had for- 
bidden non-Germans to preach to Germans or in Ger- 
man churches, I felt I must witness of the Lord to Ger- 
mans and other Europeans in forced labor. 


So in my free time late in the dark evenings and on 
Sundays, I had the blessed experience of ministering to 
persecuted Jews and encouraging others in the faith. 
It was thrilling to see how the Christians were willing 
to risk—and lose—their lives even for the suffering 
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Jews. Under the devastating bombs and the threat of 


Himmler’s Secret Police, Christ gave new hope, | 


strength, and happiness. 


With the marching victorious allied armies came the 
day of liberation. With joyous songs the forced labor- 
ers from France, Belgium, Holland, and Italy rode, 
marched, or crept back to their homelands. But those 
from the Baltic and eastern European states hesitated 
before the thrilling prospect: “Home!” Their brothers, 
sisters, parents, and children had died behind the wall 
of the Red armies—in prison and concentration camp. 
Those who had escaped testified of unheard cruelties, 
tortures, and annihilation. So they refused to return 
in spite of forced repatriation (as agreed at Yalta); 
through bloody excesses they became, with their wives 
and children, world pilgrims for freedom. 


Many of these—I among them—turned to the inspir- 
ing monument with its torch high uplifted, calling: 
“Give me your tired, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free. Send these, the homeless, tempest- 
tossed to me.” 


Fifteen months ago, after four years of relief and 
evangelistic work with displaced persons and German 
students, | boarded a ship for America. On the eve of 
Independence Day, 1949, I had the privilege of show- 
ing ‘my wife and three thrilled children the beaming 
torch from Bedloe Island as a sign of the living Christ’s 
guidance and promise for life and service in a great 
country. END 





FROM THE REVIEW SHELF 

(Continued from inside front cover) 
continuing distinctions between the Jew, the Gentile, 
and the Church of God. In view of the fact that the 
position of so many who differ with him—particularly 
amillenarians—is based upon the contention that there 


is no national earthly future for Israel but that all un-— 


fulfilled promises of God to Israel will be fulfilled in 
the Church, or spiritual Israel, it is regrettable that the 
author did not include a more thorough treatment of 
this question. 


Belief in the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is part of the official statement of faith of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, although the details of eschatol- 
ogy are left to the individual. However, this book is 
warmly recommended as a concise exposition of the 
pretribulation, premillenarian position. It is impor- 
tant that today’s Christians be informed and intelligent 
in their beliefs and not merely hold a doctrinal position 
because of tradition. For that reason this work deserves 
careful and prayerful reading whatever one’s own €s- 
chatological views. —csw 
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- « « STUDENTS OF INTER-VARSITY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


Continue to pray with students from the IVCF chapters listed below, 


as they look forward to a public presentation of the gospel of the Lord 


Jesus Christ on their campuses during the next few months. The listing, 


which gives the dates, the chapters, and the missioner, is given for your 


earnest intercession. Pray also for the follow-up work on campuses 


where missions have already been held. 


JANUARY 8-12 

University of Chicago—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 
JANUARY 10-13 

Colorado A & M—Dr. David Cowie 


JANUARY 15-19 
Ohio State University—Dr. Howard Sugden 
University of Oregon—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 


JANUARY 16-19 

McGill University, Quebec—Leith Samuel 

JANUARY 22-26 

University of Toronto—Leith Samuel 

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 2 

San Jose State College, California—Richard Halvorsen 
University of Western Ontario—Leith Samuel 


FEBRUARY 5-9 

University of Manitoba—Dr. J. Edwin Orr 

Northwestern University—Leith Samuel 

State Teachers College, St. Cloud, Minnesota 
L. Gustafson 


Wesley 


FEBRUARY 6-9 

Pennsylvania State College—Rev. Robert Smoot 
FEBRUARY 12-16 

University of Nebraska—Leith Samuel 

FEBRUARY 18-24 

Cornell University, New York—Rev. D. H. MacLennan 
FEBRUARY 19-23 

North Texas State Teachers College—Paul Beckwith 
Texas State College for Women—Cathie Nicoll’ 
Syracuse University, New York—Dr. Howard Sugden 
Wayne University, Michigan—Leith Samuel 
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FEBRUARY 20-23 

Oregon State College—Rev. Paul Kopp 
University of Wisconsin—Rev. Cary Weisiger 
FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 2 

Oberlin College—Dr. Herbert Mekeel 


FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 2 

University of Southern California—Leith Samuel 
Colby College, Maine—Rev. Richard Seume 
University of Illinois—Dr. Howard Sugden 

San Francisco State College—James Rayburn 
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 1 

Columbia University—Dr. Robert Munger 
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 2 

Kansas State College—Rev. Carroll Nelson 


Western Reserve University, Ohio—Dr. John Gerstner 


MARCH 5-9 
University of California at Los Angeles—Leith Samuel 


MARCH 12-16 
University of California at Berkeley—Leith Samuel 


MARCH 19-22 


University of Pennsylvania—Leith Samuel 


MARCH 28-30 
Michigan State College—Leith Samuel 


APRIL 9-13 
lowa State College—Rev. Arley Bragg 


APRIL 23-27 
University of Michigan—Dr, Herbert Mekeel 





YOU MAY BE 
A MISSIONARY 





At some time or other you have probably wondered 
whether God might not be calling you to be a mission- 
ary. Chances are, in the months ahead, you may sud- 
denly be faced with the prospect of living as a Chris- 
tian in a foreign land. A young Canadian couple find 
themselves in that situation. A former IVCFer, grad- 
uate of a Canadian university, the young man is now 
an officer in the Royal Canadian Air Force stationed in 
Malaya. His wife joined him there last year. Together 
they have been facing the potentialities of their unusual 
set-up—as these examples of out-loud thinking, culled 
from letters home, show. 


| HAVE BEEN thinking of the missionary volunteers 
hack home studying in colleges, universities, Bible 
schools, or hospitals. They are looking forward to the 
day when they will be in some far-off country on the 
mission field. And I have been thinking of myself in 
a far-off country, and what am | doing about it? The 
answer is, Nothing. What I am trying to figure out is 
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what I should be doing, and, secondly, what all the 
ones at home would be doing if they had my chance 
here in Malaya. 

This country could use missionaries. The people 
are non-Christian, and they need Christ as Saviour. 
But finding oneself on a field and seeing what it is 
really like is almost enough to stop the young mission- 
ary candidate—at least enough to make him wonder 
just what he is to do. 1 wonder how many of the IVCF 
young people know what it is really like out here and 
what the work of a missionary is. 

Do most of the ones at home imagine a missionary 
arriving at a small village in a jungle where he imme- 
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diately sets up a hut and starts a school? and that all 


the natives send their children to him? and that he | 


soon finds himself in charge of his own little Bible 
school? Well, that is the way I always imagined it, 
and maybe it is that way in some countries, but I know 
it isn’t here. 

Imagine it the other way around. Picture a Hindu 
arriving in Toronto with the idea of converting the 
whole city to Hinduism. Fundamentally it would be 
the same, except that we, as Christians, have the truth 
and Christ as our Help. But, imagine this Hindu start- 
ing his own little temple and inviting people in to hear 
him. How many would go, and how many would be- 
come Hindus? Really, the Indians don’t accept a Chris- 
tian any quicker than we would accept a Hindu—even 
though he could probably speak intelligible English and 
we couldn’t speak his language. These people aren’t 
ignorant natives, and we are merely foreigners to them. 

This may sound as if the missionary job is imposs- 
ible and shouldn’t even be attempted, but actually it 
shows the marvelous job the missionaries are doing 
against odds far greater than most people at home re- 
alize, and how great things God can accomplish through 
people yielded to Him. With the difficulties that face 
the missionaries, the work would be impossible if they 
had to rely upon themselves to do it. 


If a person cannot lead dozens of his friends and 
fellow-students to Christ at home, where everyone has 
been brought up to look upon Christianity as his own 
religicn, how can he possibly win one for Christ in a 
foreign country, where Christianity is looked upon as 
a false religion accepted by foolish Westerners, and 
where the prospective converts speak a difficult foreign 
tongue? I know it’s often been said that crossing an 
ocean doesn’t make a missionary, and now I believe it. 

After all, as Mr. Flint used to say, a missionary al- 
ways begins his work at home, for actually every true 
Christian must be a missionary. The home field is just 
as important as any other, though by far the easiest. 
Then those who can really be used of God at home 
have a fair chance of being used to win those of a dif- 
ferent country to Christ. 

You know, the people out here think all English- 
speaking people are Christians; no wonder they want 
nothing to do with Christianity! The cities out here 
compare favorably with those at home, with their paved 
streets, automobiles, street cars, stores, schools, and 
large public buildings. The idea I had of native vill- 
ages has been greatly modified, and although it may 
apply to many places, it certainly doesn’t to any of the 
Eastern cities I’ve seen. 


At the IVCF meetings I often heard about the non- 
professional missionary, referring to all Christians in 
a foreign country not there solely as missionaries, but 
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as teachers or engineers or farmers. Now I find my- 
self here. Frankly I don’t know where to begin, or 
what to do, except to live as a Christian among my fel- 
lows, which influences the rest of the people practically 
not at all. 

I need help. What would people back home do if 
they were in my place? 


Dice ARE building a big new bridge here. Some of 
the Indians-—horribly steeped in superstition—believe 
a bridge will not be pleasing to their gods or strong 
unless they put babies’ heads into the structure. Al- 
ready fifty-five bodies of babies and young children 
have been found headless! What these dear fearing 
folk will sacrifice to please these imaginary gods! Police 
are lying in wait in the bushes and trees everywhere in 
the area trying to catch those who do it, for the bridge 
is not nearly finished. 

I wonder how many more children will be slain all 
because you and | sit in our comfortable homes, lead 
a protected life with friends and loved ones, pray twice 
a day, and fear to venture out into the world. Oh, how 
are we ever going to be excused for these millions who 
die without having heard the name “Jesus”! So few 
get out and really sacrifice time and strength to win 
these to Christ. Jesus’ heart must be torn and bleed- 
ing when He looks down at us and sees our careless- 
ness and idleness. 

Even some workers who come out think themselves 
too good to eat in any homes-—or even go into them. 

If you come out here be sure there is nothing—noth- 
ing—left to sacrifice to Christ, but all is His. Then He 
can work in and through you, and His Word promises 
to take care of the rest of the things. We are so! smug 
and satisfied with ourselves, and our ways, while every 
minute victims are going to hell, because of you and 
me. 

How I ever lived with such a faint vision of Christ 
1 don’t know. Many times I used to pray and ask God 
why I didn’t have that passion and burning burden for 
dying souls. How foolish I was to think that God could 
use me when I| wasn’t “broken” enough so He could 
mold me. I thank God for His love and faithfulness. 
Now I don’t have to pray for a burden; it is there, and 
I long to do as much as possible. 

Time is short. Already things are clamping down 
out here, but God is over us all, and watching the af- 
fairs of men, so why fret? He has given us permanent 
joys. and so we must just leave all to Him, obeying His 
every command and: voice every moment of the day. He 
will be with us, we know. That is more protection than 
being in “safe Canada” or anywhere in the world. How 
happy we are in Him, and so content and confident 
that He will continue to be with us. END 





ou asked. 





In this column questions of Christian students on 
any matter of interest—doctrine, Christian living, 
classroom or textbook questions, personal prob- 
lems—will be answered by qualified men. Address 
questions to Joseph T. Bayly, “Since You Asked” 
Editor, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois. 





If I witness to someone I do not know very well, 
or to a stranger, am I not invading his privacy? 


Sometimes it is necessary to invade privacy. If a 
man’s house is on fire you'll invade his privacy—even 
at three o'clock in the morning. 


Whether you decide to invade a stranger's privacy by 
witnessing to him or not depends upon how important 
you consider the matter. Is his need as great as the 
need of that man whose house is afire? 


It also depends upon how highly you value Jesus 
Christ. Knowing Him as you do now, would you want 
someone to invade your privacy if you were not a 
Christian, to tell you of Him? 


In the campus situation, however, it is not usually 
necessary to invade another's privacy in order to tell 
him that Jesus Christ is Saviour. Many contacts in 
classes, dorms, and other places can and—for many 
Christians—do provide openings for an unstrained wit- 
ness. Such openings are often the most productive of 
real interest on another’s part. 


Do you pray that God will provide a natural occa- 
sion to witness? Do you pray that God will give you 
a boldness to speak in place of the fear of men? Prayer 
is the sine qua non of effective personal witnessing. 
The prayer for boldness recurs in the New Testament 
Book of Acts, record of the early Christians’ witnessing. 

To adapt another idea, let us suppose that you live 
in a village with a totally inadequate water supply. All 
your life you have been suffering from thirst; the only 
water you have is brackish;- you and your neighbors 
alike lead a parched, dusty, wretched existence. 

Then one day on a journey far from the village you 
came upon a spring of clear cool water, gushing out 
of the earth. You fall down beside the spring and drink 


eagerly until your thirst is satisfied—for the first time 
in all your life. 


All thought of continuing your journey is forgotten. 
You hurry back to your village to shout the good news 
to friend and stranger of the plentiful spring flowing 
with clear water. where all may drink and be satisfied. 
Your purpose in witnessing to everybody about the 
spring is not to boast of your satisfied thirst, but to 
invite others to share the glad discovery with you. 


No doubt your neighbors would forgive even being 
awakened from sleep to receive such news! (Compare 
John 4:6-26, 28-30, 39.) 


Last summer students at Campus in the Woods spent 
several Saturday afternoons and evenings in nearby 
towns telling people in their homes and on the streets 
that Jesus Christ died for men’s sins. Some outdoor 
services (street meetings) were held where the same 
message was given. As a result, about twenty people 
received Him as their Saviour. 


One lady who believed and received Christ as the 
result of this witnessing later said to a student (who 
had secretly wondered whether people’s privacy should 
thus be invaded) : “Why don’t more Christians do this? 
If more Christians would take the gospel to people on 
the streets, more would believe in Christ. Are Chris- 
tians afraid?” 


“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how shall they be 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? . . . So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” (Romans 10:13-15, 17).— JosEPH T. BAYLY 
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Heporenssions 


GOD'S POWER LIMITED 

| have read the article “So Many Volunteers—So 
Few Missionaries” [June-September HIS]. With much 
of it 1 am in agreement. We have a definite command 
to take the gospel to the whole world, and all my life 
I have tried to obey that. But if you actually believe 
that the uncounted millions who have died without 
hearing that gospel are hopelessly lost—then | don’t 
see how you can ever smile again. You can’t believe 
that without limiting either the love or the power of 
God. The thought is enough to drive one crazy .. . If 
we fail to obey the Great Commission, we are answer- 
able, but if God is both all-loving and all-powerful, He 
does not let their fate depend upon us... 
Alsea, Ore. MRS. LOIS EVERSON 

Author Wesley Gustafson’s reply to the above letter 
is, in part, as follows: “I certainly agree with you that 
it is a grim picture. However, we certainly do not be- 
lieve that God is sending the heathen to hell without 
ever giving them a chance. Romans 1:18-20 and 2:11- 
16 show that God has definitely dealt with every man 
through the revelation of creation and the revelation of 
His will written in their hearts, their consciences either 
accusing or excusing them. From the story of Corne- 
lius in Acts 10, we learn that if men follow the light 
God has given [in creation and conscience], He will 
send them a further witness. I can take no other posi- 
tion unless I believe that God will save men apart from 
Jesus Christ, in which case the truths of the Scriptures 
as presented in John 3:16 and 14:6 and Acts 4:12 and 
hosts of other places in the Bible are set aside . . . The 
responsibility that rests upon us 1S tremendous. Some 
of those people who have rejected the light which God 
has given in nature and conscience may perhaps be 
reached by the faithful witness of a missionary. If we 
do not bear this witness, such people will never have 
this additional grace of a personal witness which God 
wants to give them.”—ED. 


OURSLER AND THE RESURRECTION 
Regarding the article, “Recent Lives of Christ,” by 
Wilbur M. Smith [March HIS] . . . I should like to dis- 
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cuss the author’s idea of the treatment of Christ’s resur- 
rection in the book, The Greatest Story Ever Told. The 
last chapter treats in as much detail of the Resurrec- 
tion, later appearances and ascension of Christ as most 
other occurrences are treated, in my opinion. The only 
difference is that it is told as a discussion between the 
two men, probably only for a change in style, to main- 
tain interest . . . I think that Mr. Oursler endorses the 
physical resurrection fully as much as he does the rest 
of Christ’s mission and life, for he gives many of the 
convincing arguments for the disciples’ belief in Him, 
through Annas’ statements, that we give to people still 
to help them believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


Roanoke, Va. MRS. WILLIAM D. PEGRAM, JR. 


BOTH SIDES OF THE LEDGER 

I was very interested in the article about the fellow 
who turned to Catholicism and became a priest in the 
Roman church (HIS, October 1950) for it had two very 
opposite effects upon me—one good and one bad. 

The good effect was the example of the young re- 
cently converted priest in the story who by speaking 
out with authority and conviction on what he believed, 
first interested [Andrew] in the Catholic church. This 
influenced me to give a similar straightforward speech 
about what IVCF stood for and my beliefs when it was 
necessary to speak as a representative at one of the 
meetings of the Inter-Religious Council . . . This, just 
on the off-chance that there might be one such “An- 
drew” at that meeting. 

The other side of the ledger was the fact that 
[Andrew] now has great peace and is happy in his job 
and work as a priest. This leaves me with two conclu- 
sions to choose from. Either real peace and happiness 
is possible outside of Christ . . . or Andrew is a Chris- 
tian and knows the Saviour along with a lot of other 
beliefs which might certainly be considered hindering 
but not eliminating by any means... . 

Cleveland, Ohio WILLIAM F. CAMPBELL 


I have just finished reading the article “Andrew, My 
Son” in the October issue. The article has caused me 
to think and surely gives me an added reason for being 
here in Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary. It also 
gives added emphasis to our need for a full compre- 
hension of I Peier 3:15. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. E. P. GALLAGHER 
PAST AND PRESENT 

I did enjoy reading the Pennsylvania University ar- 
ticle [““Sunday on the Pennsylvania Campus’—October 
HIS] so much. It brought it all back to my mind so 
vividly . . . You have my good wishes in your work. 
It is very vital that our college young people find the 
Lord Jesus as their Savior, not only as a Savior. 
Winona Lake, Ind. MRS. W. A. SUNDAY 
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Where is the dividing-line 
hetween influencing 
people for Christ and 


being influenced by them? 





how 


FRIENDLY 


should you be? 


BY CATHIE NICOLL 


\., YOU HAVE run up against it too! It seems that 
sooner or later in the Christian life we all have to face 
the issue of our friendships, and how much of our time 
and friendship shoud be given to those who haven’t as 
yet come into the family of God through a trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. However, it is just as well that you 
regard it as an issue, for then you will seek some work- 
ing principle to guide your relationships. Prevention 
in any situation is certainly better than cure! 

There always seem to be the two positions: First, 
unless I am friendly with these people, how am I going 
to be able to win them to a personal knowledge of the 
Lord? Second, since | have become a Christian, I feel 
God wants me to go His way, and constant contact with 
them is bound to involve me in a standard that isn’t His. 

Sometimes | think the reason we get into difficuty is 
that our convictions have not been made clear at the 
outset of our friendship and thus create constant mis 
understanding. After all, this is a free country and 
everyone has a right to his own opinions, and there is 
no reason why you shouldn't have yours. However, a 
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As you receive your copy of His each month, 
remember to pray for all those connected with its 
production—the editors, artists, circulation per- 
sonnel, typesetters, and printers. Pray that each 
issue may truly glorify the Lord Jesus and be 
used of Him. 


frequent trouble with the Christian student is that he 
hangs onto a conviction that he thinks he should have 
even though he almost wishes he didn’t have to; this 
sense of duty makes for a chip-on-shoulder attitude 
when speaking of these convictions, and so — rather 
than interesting others in Him—he antagonizes. More 
often than not it is not the Lord that antagonizes, but 
the attitude. 

Our motive for wanting friends has to be examined. 
A constant desire for popularity and social success 
seems to motivate a lot of friendship: our vanity is 
catered to, which finally boils down to the old “I” get- 
ting a lot of satisfaction. Sometimes we even stoop far 
enough to cultivate friends in order to use them. 

The whole subject gets more complicated when boy- 
girl relationships are involved, and you start wonder- 
ing whether you ought to date non-Christians. 

I’ve heard girls’ say they are witnessing to their un- 
saved boy-friends, but most of the time this just doesn’t 
work. It’s far better for a girl to find some Christian 
man to do the “personal work” with her boy-friend; 
then he can face facts clearly without muddling the 
whole issue with his interest in her and his desire to 
please her. 

If a girl accepts the constant attention of a fellow 
and allows him to spend time and money on her, he has 
every right to think that she is becoming interested in 
him beyond the sphere of mere friendship. But the en- 
joyment of the moment will never compensate for years 
of “second-best” and often sorrow when a Christian 
marries a non-Christian, so that they are unable to 
build a home together on that most precious of founda- 
tions, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also 
so to walk, even as he walked.” Now how did He walk? 
He was completely devoted to His Father, He knew His 
will, and more than that, He desired to do it. He spent 
lots of time with unbelievers; there was no sense in 
which He seemed to patronize them or preach at them. 
He really loved them and thus was willing to spend and 
be spent on their behalf. There was a purpose in His 
friendships, and He never wavered from wanting to 
have that purpose accomplished. 

Discussing an average group of Christian young peo- 
ple recently, a minister said, “Sure, they love their 
neighbor well enough to witness to him but not well 
enough to do anything for him.” “Even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life...” 
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Twice just recently I have met in dorms girls whose 
non-Christian friends have come and asked them to 
study the Bible with them, because they too wanted to 
find out what it was that meant so much in their lives. 
That was a product of real friendship, a friendship 
that gave, was worthwhile and produced confidence and 
respect. As I know both the girls, there was nothing 
negative in their attitudes; no one could say they lacked 
anything in an infectious joie de vivre. 

You are probably wondering why—in a friendship 
between Christian and non-Christian—so often it seems 
to be the Christian student who gets pulled away, even 
though we have Scripture, “Greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.” But these cases usually 
have been deflected from His purpose; the friendship 
has become an end in itself, not a means to His end. 

This morning I read again Paul’s standard of friend- 
ship in the Corinthian letter. He couldn’t possibly make 
such strong statements unless he had his “sights set” 
on his goal. Never for a moment did he let himself be 
deflected from that goal, and yet his very clarity of 
purpose made him able to give himself completely to 
all kinds of men. 

Actually, the answer to the problem lies in the real- 
ity and constancy of one’s friendship with the Lord 
Jesus. The effectiveness of your friendship with others, 
whether they are Christians or not, is determined by 
the depth of your response to His offer of friendship: 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command 
you... I have called you friends . . . Ye have not 
chosen me, but | have chosen you.” END 
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The Motive for Evangelism 


BY SAMUEL ZWEMER 


N. HUMAN ENTERPRISE requires stronger motives than 
world-wide evangelism. There is none so vast, so diffi- 
cult. For nineteen centuries it has staggered faith, tried 
love as by fire, and hope ofttimes disappointed has 
made hearts sick. “When the road is long and uphill 
all the way, we need a powerful engine to drive the 
Ms ee 

Evangelism, in the words of Dr. Kraemer at Madras, 
must go back to the apostolic motives. Recommending 
Christianity as the bringer of enlightenment and free- 
dom, as a capital, national, and social tonic to make 
powerful nations, as the infallible guide to progress, 
has come to naught. 

The two great motives of the early Church were the 
command of Christ and the love of God. That com- 
mand did not rest primarily on the Great Commission, 
but on what Paul called “the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:11). As we 
have it in one of the great hymns: 


God from eternity hath willed 

All flesh shall His salvation see: 

So be the Father’s love fulfilled, 

The Saviour’s sufferings crowned through thee. 


This eternal purpose of God for a lost world was 
declared by a fivefold repetition in the Great Commis- 
sion. Matthew’s closing paragraph, “All power is given 
unto me . . . Go ye therefore” emphasizes Christ’s au- 
thority in this commission. Mark, its universality in 
scope and result. Luke outlines the order of procedure 
—Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of 
the earth. John states the spiritual qualifications and 
demands, “As my Father hath sent me, even so send | 
you.” When He showed them His hands He showed 
them the greatness of His loving heart. Did He ever 
show you? 


(Reprinted from “White Already to Harvest,” publication of the 
Poona and Indian Village Mission.) 





The photo shows Leith Samuel with his wife. The 
young Englishman will arrive in this country in Jan- 


uary to speak at a number of missions in Canada 


and the United States (see list on page 29). 
— este 


POLICY TOWARDS OTHER CHRISTIAN MOVEMENTS 


(Continued from outside back cover) 


1 
| 
framed the great Protestant Confessions of Faith) that 
we see no need of a restatement in every generation. 

The doctrines to which Evangelicals at all times | 
have adhered with tenacity are: 

a. The Biblical doctrine of man (based upon the | 
historicity of the record in the opening chapters of | 
Genesis), including his special creation, the Fall, and 
his consequent state of sin (which is not merely a 
deficiency, but is active rebellion in heart and mind 


against God and a state of pollution in his nature). 


b. The understanding of the death of Christ as 
being His own voluntary act, whereby He offered 
Himself as our Substitute to bear the penalty of our 
sins and to deliver us from the condemnation of the 
Law and from the wrath of God. 

c. The absolute necessity of the work of the Holy 
Spirit to bring a man to conviction of sin, to repen- 
tance, to faith, and to rebirth. Man can only stand 
righteous in the sight of God as he is “in Christ” 
and justified through faith alone. 

d. The Church of Christ consists of those who in 
all ages have been or who are in vital relationship 
with our Lord Jesus Christ as a result of the New 
Birth. The New Testament itself recognizes only two 
aspects of the Church: 

(1) The whole company of all true believers in 
heaven and on earth, and 

(2) The local manifestation which is the gath- 
ering in fellowship of all those who are “in Christ” 
and in the midst of whom, according to His prom- 
ise, Christ is present, who is the only Lord and 

Head of the Church, the “fullness of him that fill- 

eth all in all.” 

3. The Evangelical’s acceptance of the Biblical doc- 
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trines of regeneration and assurance of salvation re- 
sults in a distinctive course of action. Whilst empha- 
sizing that there is a distinctive Biblical world-view and 
whilst inculcating the more general implications of the 
gospel with regard to society, his primary concern is 
with the individual’s experience of the saving work of 
Christ in his own life. 

4. The principles of the Evangelical also compel 
him to be strict in his ethical practice. He has a dis- 
tinctive spirit, or ethos, on account of which he has 
been, and is, frequently misunderstood, abused. and 
persecuted. He is criticized for his “seriousness” and 
“piety.” 

5. In the same way, these doctrinal principles limit 
the extent to which any Evangelical body can co-oper- 
ate with others. Where there is disagreement on the 
character and content of the gospel, there can be no 
real fellowship of effective co-operation. 

SomE PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

These are the grounds on which we believe, and in 
practice find that we cannot have active fellowship and 
co-operation with any group or body which does not 
fully subscribe to Evangelical doctrines and outlook. 
Though it is not for us to sit in judgment upon those 
who do not accept our interpretation and though. we 
desire to follow the Scriptural injunction to display 
Christian love to those who claim to be following our 
Lord in sincerity, yet in practice it has always been 
found that when there has been intermingling and close 
co-operation with other bodies of wider theological 
principles, the spiritual life of the Evangelical group 
has deteriorated. 

To take the case of the Student Christian Movement 
(and the World Student Christian Federation), not only 
has it often been found in practice that co-operation 
has led individually and corporately to a lowering of 
the spiritual life, but the division has been emphasized 
by the SCM’s own official statements. In these, the 
divergences are specially emphasized as constituting a 
barrier from the SCM side. For example, in the last 
few years we have had such statements as the following: 

1. An extract from an article by the General Secre- 
tary of the Australian SCM in The Australian Inter- 
collegian, May 1, 1947. 


“On this ecumenical basis, the WSCF includes mem- 
hers of all main Protestant Churches, the Anglican, the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches and in some countries large 
numbers of Roman Catholics. This would not be pos- 
sible if any particular interpretation of the Church or 
of any Christian doctrine were made the basis of our 
work. Its condition of membership is that students 
should make a definite decision ‘to test with their lives 
the truth of Christ’s way of life.’ 

“The ASCM cannot be exclusively defined as either 





Protestant or Evangelical. It can only welcome Protes- 
tants who do not make an exclusive claim and who are 
willing to welcome Catholics too, and to make a serious 
attempt to understand the Catholic tradition, and vice 
versa.” 

2. An official memorandum of the WSCF, 1948. 

In an official memorandum made in 1948 to his own 
constituency by the General Secretary of the WSCF, it 
was stated that, though in many ways the IFES and 
WSCF seemed to be parallel movements, he had been 
reluctantly driven to the conclusion that nevertheless 
they were going in fundamentally different directions. 

It is a plain fact of history that those who, at the 
close of the nineteenth century, founded the Student 
Volunteer Movement for foreign missions and the Stu- 
dent Christian Movements which eventually merged 
into the WSCF accepted the Evangelical doctrines which 
have been outlined above. But for many years, and 
even now, the Evangelical faith is included simply as 
one of a number of religious viewpoints or of possible 
faiths. We have no hesitation in asserting that it is the 
IVF and related Evangelical movements affiliated to the 
IFES which stand in the true traditions of the student 
Christian circles of the last century. 


THE DoctTrRINAL Basis OF THE IFES 


The Doctrinal Basis of the Fellowship shall be the 
fundamental truths of Christianity including: 

a. The unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in 
the Godhead. 

b. The sovereignty of God in creation, revelation, 
redemption, and final judgment. 

c. The divine inspiration and entire trustworthiness 
of Holy Scripture, as originally given, and its supreme 
authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 

d. The universal sinfulness and guilt of all men 
since the Fall, rendering them subject to God’s wrath 
and condemnation. 

e. Redemption from the guilt, penalty, dominion, 
and pollution of sin, solely through the sacrificial death 
(as our Representative and Substitute) of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God. 

f. The bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from the dead and His ascension to the right hand of 
God the Father. 

g. The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the 
work of regeneration. 

h. The justification of the sinner by the grace of God 
through faith alone. 

i. The indwelling and work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heliever. 

j. The one Holy Universal Church which is the Body 
of Christ and to which all true believers belong. 

k. The expectation of the personal return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. END 
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the editorial 


The following memorandum is published as the Jan- 
uary His editorial. It is reproduced word for word as it 
was prepared by the Executive Committee of the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Evangelical Students; its publi- 
cation has been officially approved. 


It is believed that the principles embodied in this 
statement may well serve as an effective guide to the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Canada, the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship (U.S.A.), and the chap- 
ters of these national movements in their national and 
local relationships. 


INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF EVANGELICAL STUDENTS 


Memorandum 
POLICY TOWARDS OTHER CHRISTIAN MOVEMENTS 


The attitude of the Committees of the IFES towards 
. other Christian organizations is necessarily controlled 
by the spiritual principles which they are seeking to 
uphold. 

The word Evangelical* as it was originally used in 
the sixteenth century and subsequently, is a limiting 
term. Evangelicals emphasize certain particular doc- 
trines and attitudes which differentiate them from 
others who use the generic name of Christian. It is in- 
creasingly necessary for Evangelicals to emphasize their 
distinctiveness. We in the IFES must assert that we are 
a fellowship of Evangelical students. We need more 
than ever to state specifically the particular doctrines 


*The description Evangelical is applied in English-speaking 
countries, particularly in the British Isles itself, to those who 
strictly adhere to the central doctrines of the Reformation and 
of the eighteenth century revival of religion known as “The 
Evangelical Revival.” In other countries similar terms are 
used—e.g., in French-speaking countries, Orthodox, in Ger- 
ar and the United States, Bible-believing, in Scandinavia, 
ietist. 


and outlook which we believe to be the correct inter 
pretation of revealed truth. It is, of course, not dis 
puted that many of those who use the name of Chris 
tian, in the wider sense are, indeed, true Christians. 
But, in common with Evangelicals down the years, we 
are concerned to maintain and to spread that which 
(under the guidance of the Holy Spirit) we believe to 
be the Bible’s own interpretation of itself. The first 
loyalty, therefore, of those who hold this distinctive 
view is to the Lord Jesus Christ, His person and work | 
as understood in traditional Evangelical Biblical the 
ology, and only after that, to the Church institutions 
and organizations which serve Him. 


The distinctive marks of the Evangelical are chiefly 
seen: 

1. In his attitude to Holy Scripture, which he re 
gards as the God-given revelation and, therefore, as the 
only final authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
He believes that the Bible is the Word of God. It is not) 
a book which merely “contains” or “witnesses to” the 
Word of God. 

2. In a particularly (i.e., Biblical) interpretation of 
certain important doctrines. The “Ecumenical Chris) 
tian” allows for and welcomes many differences of im] 
lerpretation. He is constantly reinterpreting and re) 
stating these doctrines. The Evangelical on the other 
hand rejects all syncretic statements because he believes) 
that the Bible insists upon certain definitive interpreta) 
tions (which it itself provides) of the Faith committed] 
to our trust. It is significant that, wherever it has ap* 
peared, the Evangelical faith has remained basically; 
the same in all ages and in all places. We are satished | 
that the central doctrines have been so well stated by) 
the Reformers and Evangelical Fathers (e.g.. those who) 

(Continued on page 36, column 2) 
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